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From  the  Lady's  Magazine. 


€t GRACIOUS  Father!  what  can  this  mean?"  faid  Alphonfa 
to  his  fervant.  "  I  know  not,"  anfwered Philip,  "  unfefs  your 
uncle  be  dead." — "  But  it  is  very  extraordinary, "  replied  Alphonfo, 
*  that  there  is  no  perfon  in  thecaftle  ;  however,  be  itas>itmay,  we 
had  better  turn  our  horfes,  and  look  for  fome  place  to  reft  at  to- 
night; we  may  perhaps  gain  fome  intelligence  of  this  affair." 
They  accordingly  rode  through  the  foreft,  and  ftruck  into  a  path, 
which  they  fuppofed  might  lead  to  fome  habitation;  but  as  no 
fuch  appeared,  and  3S  night  was  approaching  very  faft,  they  be- 
gan to  defpair  of  finding  any.  At  laft  they  defcried  a  light, 
glimmering  at  a  diftance ;  which  feemed  to  proceed  from  fome 
window ;  they  therefore  fpurred  their  horfes,  and  made  toward, 
it.  The  light  was,  however,  foon  extinguished,  and  they  re- 
mained in  total  darknefs,  not  knowing  which  way  to  take.  For- 
tune, at  length,  favoured  them,  and  they  arrived  at  a  froall  cot- 
tage, the  inhabitants  of  which  were  retired  to  reft.  They  im- 
mediately concluded  it  was  from  the  windows  of  this  cottage 
they  had  feen  the  light ;  they  therefore  knocked  loudly  at  the 
door,  which  was  opened  by  an  old  woman,  who  demanded 
what  they  wanted.  "Dame,"  replied  Alphonfa,  "  we  have  loft  our 
way  in  this  place  ;  not  knowing  what  road  to  take,  we  mould  be 
obliged  to  you  if  you  would  let  us  have  a  night's  lodging  here,  as 
we  mean  to  depart  early  in  the  morning.  You  may  depend  on 
it,  I  will  reward  you  for  your  trouble." — "  That  is  no  matter," 
anfwered  (he;  "  you  are  very  welcome,  if  you  can  put  up  with 
our  poor  hut.  But  you  feem  tired;  alight,  and  I  will  make  a 
fire."  Aipho  fo  difmountcd,  and  tying  his  h or fe  to  a  tree,  fol- 
lowed her  into  the  cottage.  The  woman  offered  to  call  up  her 
hufband,  but  Alphon,o  would  not  allow  her  to  difturb  him  ;  tel- 
ling her  he  did  not  Intend  ^o  go  to  bed,  but  would  fit  by  the  fire 
till  morning.  The  woman  feemed  furprifed ;  but  at  length  con- 
fented  to  go  to  bed,  after  fetting  before  them  fome  bread  and 
cheefe,  with  a  jug  of  ale,  which  was  all  fhe  had  in  the  houfe. 
Philip,  who  was  very  tired,  fell  afieep;  and  Alphonfo  fat  ruminat- 
ing on  the  adventure  of  the  preceding  evening. 

.  It  is  now  necefiary  to  acquaint  the  reader  who  Alphonfo  was. 
Fie  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  his  parents  while  he  was  quite  an 
Infant,  and  was  afterward  brought  up  by  his  uncle,  the  count 
de  GfiunulUt  who  was  a*  man  of  aa  auitere  behaviour,  impatient 
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of  controul,  and  of  a  tyrannical  difpofition.  Mphonfo  had,  how- 
ever, the  good  fortune  to  become  a  great  favourite  with  his 
uncle,  who  thought  he  faw  fome  of  his  own  fpirit  in  him.  He  had 
indeed  a  manly  dignity  in  his  carriage,  which  was  blended  with 
fo  much  gentlenefs,  that  every  perf  >n  at  firft  fight  was  unavoid- 
ably prepoficfied  in  his  favour.  His  uncle  would  often  regard 
him  with  3  iteady  look  ;  would  then  knit  his  brow3,  and  wityi 
a" deep  figh,  turn  his  face  away,  and  fecm  loft:  in  thought :  then 
he  would  ftart  up,  and  fay,  *i  It  BMlfi  not  be."  He  would  then 
take  a  walk,  and  return  home  as  compofed  as  ever.  One  day  he 
called  his  nephew  to  him:  '•  Alfikmf*"  laid  he,  li  you  are  now 
of  an  age  when  travelling  would  be  of  fervice  to  you;  I  would 
wifh  you,  therefore,  to  get  ready  as  foon  as  you  poflibly  can  ;  I 
have  only  one  piece  of  advice  to  give  to  you  : — never  let  your 
patlions  get  the  better  of  your  reafon."  Aphonfo  took  his  hand ; 
h.  found  it  tremble  violently.  He  looked  up  in  his  face,  and  law 
his  countenance  change  alternately  from  red  to  pale.  But  his 
uncle  alTuminga  ftern  frown,  faidtohtm:  u  Retire,  J  have  now 
no  more  to  fay;  remember  my  advice  ;  you  may  need  it."  Al- 
phonfo  bowed,  and  obeyed.  He  was  ftruck  with  his  uncle's  beha- 
viour: he  was  ufed  to  hisfudden  changes  of  temper,  but  thought 
he  was  now  more  than  ufually  folemn.  Fear  of  he  knew  not 
what  made  him  fhun  his  uncle  as  much  as  pofiible,  till  the  day 
came  on  which  he  was  to  let  out ;  he  then  went  to  his  chamber, 
took  his  leave  of  him,  and  departed,  attended  by  his  faithful  fcr- 
vant  fliilip. 

Nothing  worth  remarking  happened,  till  one  day,  as  he  was 
riding  through  a  wood  on  the  confines  dtGermanu  feveral  ban-' 
ditti  rufhed  upon  them,  dragged  Mphonfo  off  his  horfe,  and  rob- 
bed him  of  all  he  had.  They  then  did  the  fame  to  Pfrilif,  and  left 
them  almoft  dead  with  the  bruifes  they  had  received  in  making 
refinance.  Soon  after,  a  carriage  happened  to  pafs  by,  with  an 
elderly  gentleman,  who,  perceiving  the  fituation  they  were  in, 
ordered  his  coachman  to  ftop,  and  give  them  fome  affiftance. 
P.'iiJip,  who  was  a  little  recovered,  related  what  had  happened, 
and  who  they  were.  The  gentleman  then  defired  his  fervant  to 
help  Akkonp  into  the  coach,  and  drive  home.  As  foon  as  he  ar- 
rived, he  ordered  a  bed  to  be  got  ready,  and  had  him  put  into  it; 
he  had  fo  much  care  taken  of  him,  that  in  a  few  days  he  was  able 
to  leave  his  apartment,  and  go  down  to  dinner.  When  he  en- 
tered the  parlour,  he  was  furprifed  to  fee  a  young  lady  there,  and 
was  going  to  withdraw;  but  the  baron  de  Staini-ille  (which  was 
the  gentleman's  name)  taking  the  young  lady  by  the  hand,  led 
her  toward  him.  "  My  dear  Aiphonfj"  laid  he,  "  I  will  now  in- 
troduce my  daughter  Jitlia  to  you."—"  This,  my  dear,"  turn- 
ing to  her,'  '•  is  the  young  gentleman  you  have  heard  me  fay  I 
have  fuch  an  efteem  for."—"  You3re  too  good,"  replied  A&- 
pkoifo,  H.  I  am  fure  I  can  have  no  claim  to  fuch  kindnefs.''  He 
then  paid  his  refpeots  to  Julia  in  a  mod  graceful  manner ;  the  day 
w3n  paiTcd  with  mutual  fatisfaction,  and  when  night  came,  each 
t  1 3  !";rry  to  part.     A.'p  6 ifi  retired  to  bed,  but  not  to  fleep  j  dif- 
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'noughts  occupied  his  mind.  His  generons  difpofition 
Could  not  bear  to  lie  under  an  obligation  ;  and  as  he  was  now  able 
lo  travel,  be  thought  it  would  be  wrong  to  fray  long  in  a  place 
where  he  had  already  received  fo  many  favours;  but  ftill  an  irre- 
fiftible  impulfe  made  him  wifh  to  remain  longer:  he  felt  a  par- 
tiality to  that  place,  which  he  imputed  to  gratitude ;  but  he  was 
miftaken — Jui/awM  the  magnet  that  attracted  him,  though  he 
did  not  allow  himfelf  to  think  fo.  Morning  appeared  before  he 
elofed  his  eyes.  Julia  had  not  pafTed  a  better  night.  The  image 
of  the  amiable  Alphonfo  was  continually  before  her  eyes  ;  fhe 
thought  him  the  moft  elegant  young  man  fhe  had  ever  beheld  ; 
fhe  arofe  pale  and  languid:  her  father  obferved  it,  and  afked  if  fhe 
was  ill.  She  blufhed,  and  turned  it  off  by  faying  fhe  fuppofed 
it  was  i*aking  laft  night  made  her  look  fo  pale,  as  fhe  ufed  her- 
(elf  to  go  to  reft  early.  They  then  talked  of  the  different  places 
Alphonf)  had  vifited,  and,  among  others,  of  feveral  curious  hermi- 
tages he  had  feen  and  greatly  admired,  as  they  were  the  beautiful- 
productions  of  nature.  "  Talking  of  hermitages,"  faid  the  baron, 
**  puts  me  in  mind  of  an  extra  ordinary  adventure  which  I  met 
with  fome  time  ago.  If  you  pleafe,  I  will  relate  it.''  They  ex- 
prelTed  their  defire  to  hear  it,  and  the  baron  began  as  follows  : 

"  One  morning,  happening  to  rife  rather  foonerthan  my  ufual 
hour,  I  took  a  walk  among  the  neighbouring  mountains  to  pafs 
my  time  till  breakfaft.  The  romantic  appearance  of  the  fcenes 
around  me  fo  enchantedmy  imagination,  that  I  infenfibly  ftrolled 
farther  than  I  intended,  and  was  bewildered  in  the  intrrcacies  of 
the  place.  "While  I  was  deliberating  what  courfe  to  purfue,  I 
perceived  a  figure  at  a  diftance  approaching  toward  me.  I 
therefore  advanced  to  meet  it;  but  as  loon  as  the  perfon  faw  me, 
he  turned  back,  and  fled  with  precipitation.  Curiofity  now  im- 
pelled me,  and  I  ran  forward  with  fpeed,  in  hopes  to  overtake 
him  ;  but  turning  a  corner  of  a  rock,  I  loft  fight  of  him.  Fatigued 
with  my  purfuit,  I  fat  down  on  the  ground,  and  began  to  confi- 
der  which  way  I  fhould  return  ;  when  I  thought  I  heard  a  deep 
figh,  as  if  uttered  by  fome  perfon  near  me.  I  turned  round,  but 
could  fee  no  one.  In  a  few  moments  it  was  repeated  ftill  louder. 
Starting  up,  I  cat!  my  eyes  behind  the  place  where  I  fat,  and  faw 
a  thick  clufrer  of  bufhes  ;  and  looking  nearer,  I  perceived  the  en- 
trance of  a  cave,  at  the  further  comer  of  which  was  a  venerable 
old  man,  kneeling  before  a  little  wooden  table,  and  feemingly 
in  fervent  prayer.  When  he  faw  me,  he  rofe  up  and  invited  me 
to  fit  down.  I  then  inquired  whether  he  Mas  the  perfon  who 
had  fled  from  me  among  the  mountains.  «  I  am,'  faid  he; 
<  and  though  you  may. think  me  an  unfoeiable  wretch,  I  can 
afiiire  you  I  have  my  reafons  for  wifhing  to  avoid  the  fight  of 
man,  which  muft  ever  remain  a  fecret.  My  misfortunes  are  inch 
as  preclude  all  hopesof  enjoying happinefs  inthis  world.7 — •  That 
is  out  of  your  power  to  fay,'  replied  I,  <  the  \u  iiliUides  of  this 
life  are  many;  we  ought  always  to  live  in  hopes,  without  which, 
life  would  be  miferabJe.     Indeed,  no  one  Ihonld  give  himfelf  <c' 
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defpair.'— •*  I  do  not,'  anfwered  he,  *  but  having  loft  all  I  ever 
held  dear,  I  have  no  wifh  to  live  otherwife  than  I  do  at  prei'ent : 
all  I  wiih,  is  never  to  ice  mankind  again.  Heaven  knows  1  have 
been  an  innocent  (offerer  by  the  perfidy  of  one  of  my  own  race — 
a  brother  too;  but  I  forgive  him,  and  may  the  Almighty  do  the 
lame.'  Grief  now  overcame  him,  and  he  threw  himfelf  on  the 
ground  in  an  agony  not  to  be  dcfcribed.  I  tried  all  in  my  power 
to  footh  him,  and  at  length  fucceeded,  andhe  became  more  calm. 
I  then  begged  his  pardon  for  intruding  upon  his  folitude,  and 
entreated  his  afiiftance  to  find  my  way  out  of  the  mountains. 
He  then  conducted  me  through  them,  and  brought  me  to  a  path 
that  led  me  to  the  plains.  '  I  muft  now  leave  you,'  faid  he, 
«  as  I  have  already  paflfed  my  limits ;  but  left  you  mould  think 
meinhofpitable,  yon  have  mypcrmiflion  to  vifi:  ,  if  you 

have  any  inclination ;  I  may  perhaps  be  tempted  to  tell  you  my 
tale  of  horror ;  but  I  muft  exact  your  promife  never  to  let  any  one 
fee  me  but  ycurfelf ;  my  life  depends  upon  concealment.  You 
may  not,  perhaps,  believe  me,  when  I  tell  you  that  it  is  not  for 
my  own  guilt  I  fear  detection  ;  but  that  I  wifh  to  avoid  the  dif- 
covery  of  my  enemies.'  We  then  parted,  and  I  gave  him  a  foleinn 
promife  never  to  bring  any  one  with  me.  I  have  feen  him  twice 
fince ;  but  never  could  make  him  deviate  in  the  leaft  from  his  € 
determination.  He  feems  a  man  of  great  learning,  and  by  his 
converfation,  I  thinkhe  is  of  a  noble,  generous  difpofition. 
I  tire  your  patience  by  fr.ch  a  lone  ltery." 

Alphen/'osnd  Jv.Ua  allured  him,  that  they  were  highly  pleafr-i 
with  it  5"  and  only  wifhed  to  fee  fuch  an  extraordinary  man; 
but  as  it  was  impoflible,  they  muft  content  tfeenifehres  with  hear- 
ing of  him ;  though  from  the  baron's  defcription  of  him,  they 
Ihould  be  very  much  interefted  in  his  welfare.  Another  \\  eek 
parTed  away,  and  Alphcnfu  had  yet  fixed  no  time  for  his  departure. 
Though  he  knew  he  had  no  longer  exedfe  for  fraying;  yet  he 
could 'not  be3r  the  thoughts  of  parting  from  his  beloved 
as  he  was  certain  he  was  not  indifferent  to  her.  He  therefore 
thought  his  beft  way  would  be  to  acquaint  the  baron  with  his 
love  for  Jullft,  and  truft  to  bis  generality.  He  accordingly  fent 
a  fervant  to  the  baron's  apartment,  to  inquire  whether  he  might 
be  admitted  to  an  hour's  converfation  with  him.  The  baron, 
who  was  reading  in  his  room,  was  furprifed  at  the  mefiage,  and 
wondered  what  AJpfonfo  had  to  lay  to  him,  that  he  wifhed  to 
fpeak  privately;  he  therefore  fent  word  back,  he  ihould  be  very 
happy  to  hear  whatever  he  had  to  fay,  and  begged  him  to  ccme 
immediately.  When  A,,  iionfa  came  into  the  room,  the  baron 
took  him  kindly  by  the  hand — "  What,'  faid  he,  "  can  my  y 
friend  have  to  fay,  that  he  wiihes  to  be  10  private?  foraetbing 
very  particular,  no  doubt,  elfe  he  would  not  have  fent  fuch  ^ 
formal  mefiage.  But  come,  fit  down,  and  let  me  know 
Atpfnnfo  then  told  him,  he  found  it  impoflible  to  depart  wil 
making  him  acquainted  with  his  love  for  his  amiable  daughter^ 
n  he  adored  from  the  firft  moment  he  beheld  her.'    \ 


A   GOTHIC   STORY.  7 

he  had  done  fpcaking-,  he  looked  at  the  baron,  wifhing  to  read 
in  his  countenance  an  an(V*er  favourable  to  his  hopes. 

After  a  few  moments  \\\cnct.  the  baron  rofe  from  his  feat,  and 
taking  by  the  hard,  faid  :  «  This  is  what  I  reared,  yet  it 

was  out  of  my  power  to  prevent  it.  Julia  and  you  are  formed 
for  each  other,  and  I  freely  give  my  confent  upon  one  condition, 
which  is,  that  you  finifh  your  tour.  2nd,  if  youthen  can  obtain 
your  uncle's  permiffion,  ■  Julia  (hall  be  yours.  I  will  allow  you 
one  week:  to  prepare  for  your  departure,  and  to  take  leave  of  my 
daughter;  remember,  however,  fhould  your  mind  ever  change, 
and  you  mould  find  you  love  another  better  than  Julia,  I  abfolve 
you  from  any  promife  you  may  have  made  me.  You  may  now 
feek  Julia,  and  acquaint  her  with  what  has  paffed."  Atphonjb 
bent  his  knee  to  the  ground,  and  taking  the  hand  of  the  baron, 
thanked  him,  with  a  heart  overflowing  with  gratitude.  The 
baron  raifed  him  up,  and  embraced  him  kindly.  Alphonfo  then 
left  him,  to  go  in  fearch  of  Julia,  whom  he  found  in  the  parlour. 

After  fome  trifling  converfation.  Alphonfo  related  what  had 
palled  between  him 'and  the  baron ;  apdogifing,  however,  for 
not  confuting  her  fifft  ;  "  for,"  faid  he,  "  had  the  baron  refufed 
his  confent,  I  would  have  Ret!  from  this  place,  without  making 
even  my  adorable  J;a:a  ncquzmttd  with  my  unhappy  paili on. 
Pardon  then  my  preiumption.  and  cheer  me  with  the  hope  that 
you  wii!  agree  to  be  mine."  Julia,  to  whom  difiimulation  was 
own,  frankly  confeued,  that  of  all  mankind,  ihe  loved 
but  him  alone. 

Nothing  now  damped  their  mutual  joy,  but  the  thoughts  of 
their  approaching  feparati':  ..  t/b,  howe  ver,  pleafed  him- 

fdf  with  the  idea.  that,  after  a  fhort  interval  of  time,  they  ihould 
meet,  never  more  to  part.  Young  and  (anguine,  he  thought  not 
of  the  numerous  viciiTitudes  of  life;  he  thought  nothing  could 
prevent  his  union  with  his  beloved  Julia',  if  his  uncle  would  but 
agree  to  it,  which  he  made  no  doubt  of  his  doing,  as  the  baron 
was  defcended  from  a  noble  family,  and  poffeJfed  of  an  af- 
fluent fortune.  The  week  foon  palled  away,  and  the  hour  of  his 
departure  arrived  :  Julia  clung  round  his  neck  as  me  would  to  an 
affectionate  brother,  for,  in  the  diftrefs  of  the  prefect  moment, 
ihe  gave  way  to  the  impulfe  of  her  affection.  Jl;-honfo,  after 
embracing  her  tenderly,  tore  himfelf  away.  He  then  took  a  re- 
ful  leave  of  the  baron,  mounted  his  horfe,  and  departed. 
Melancholy  ideas  now,  for  the  f;r;t  time,  darted acrofs  his  mind, 
and  he,  more  than  ever,  dreaded  the  auftere  manners  of  his 
uncle.  The  c'.h'ierent  cuftoms  and  diverfions  of  the  kingdoms 
he  vhited,  diOipated  in  forne  meafure  the  gloom  which  hung 
upon  his  mind  ;  thefe,  however,  ibon  began  tolofe  their  novelty, 
and  he  determined  to  return  home  immediately.  This  refolu- 
tion  he  accordingly  put  in  practice,  and,  attended  by  Philip,  fet 
out  for  DeCourinlle  Cajlle.  But  what  muft  have  been  his  fur- 
prife,  when  he  arrived  there,  to  find  the  caftle  entirely  defolated  ! 
The  owls  had  taken  up  their  abode  in  the  turrets,  and  mofs  and 
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ivy  covered  the  walls,  arid  almoft  hid  the  windows  from 

a  thought  he  might  ftill  find  1"  -  in  the  cattle :  he 

therefore  rode  round  the  moat,  till  he  came  to  the  place  where 
the  drawbridge  flood,  bat  found  it  drawn  up.  This  increased 
his  furpriie,  as  the  bridge  could  not  be  drawn  up  unlets  fome 
perfo--.  in  the  caftle.     He  therefore  determined  to  try 

whether  the  moat  was  fh  allow  enough  in  any  place  to  admit  of 
his  crofting  it ;  ai  und  a  part  which  was  nearly  dj  led  up, 

where  he  pafled;  and.  :  to  the  gate,  knocked  and  called  as 

loud  as  he  could.     No  anfwer  was  returned;  and  he  could  hear 
own  voice  echo  through  the  cattle. 
What  followed,  has  already  been  related.  We  will  now  return 

:re  we  left  e  peaiant's  hut.     When  morning 

dawned,  the  old  woman  got  up,  and  called  up  her  hufband,  who 
itemed  very  much  furprifed  at  the  fight  of  Aiphonfo*     His  wife 
then  told  him,  how  they  begged  for  fhelterfrom  the  inclemency 
of  the  night.    The  man  was  fatisned,  and  they  fat  down  to  a  ■ 
homely  breakfaft.   During  their  repair.  queftioned  them 

concerning  the  caftle.  While  he  was  fpeaking,'  the  man  furveyed 
him  with  a  fcrutinizing  look,  and  when  he  had  ended,  replied, 
.  e  knew  very  little  about  it.  The  woman  was  more 
communicative,  and  told  Alpfonfo,  that  fne  knew  the  count  De 
Cour^.lie  had  left  the  caftle  becaufe  it  was  haunted,  for  all  the 
(crvants  had  told  her  that  the  count  feemed  very  much  troubled 
in  his  mind,  and  that  they  often  heard  frightful  notice.  The 
man  bade  her  hold  her  tongue,  and  not  repeat  fuch  idle  ftories. 

o  furveyed  him  attentively,  and  thought  he  discerned 
fomething  in  his  manner  which  indicated  his  being  above  the 
mean  condition  he  appeared  in  ;  but  he  had  a  referve  in  his  be- 
haviour which  repelled  his  curiofity.  He  then  told  them  who  he 
was,  and  laid,  he  fliculd  with  to  have  feme  part  of  the  caftle 
made  bab^able  for  him  to  refide  in  till  he  mould  gain  (bene  in- 
telligence of  his  uncle.  The  man  readily  agreed  to  affift  him, 
and  they  fet  out  to  examine  the  caftle.  They  tried  in  vain  to 
open  the  gate  ;  it  was  fo  ftn  red,  that  it  bade  defiance  to 

their  utmoft  ftrength,  and  they  began  to  defpatr  of  being  able  to 
enter  it,  when  Alp  wnfo  recollected  a  final!  wicket  which  opened 
into  t;  where  his  uncle  ufed  often  to  walk  in  an  evening. 

Th-  ..     round  to  it,  and  with  fome  difficulty  opened  it: 

th  .  then  palled  through  the  fpacious  court-yard,  which  was 
ah  .  .r  overgrown  with  grafs  ;  and  then  forced  the  gate,  which 
opened  into  the  fouth  fide  of  the  caftle.  But  the  cold  and  damp 
was  ^o  exedfive,  that  I  ilmoft  gave  up  his  refolution  of  re- 

nding there.  He  determined,  however,  to  fearch  it  through- 
out, in  hopes  to  find  fome  memorandum  or  letter,  to  ac- 
count for  hi\  uncle's  fudden  departure  ;  nor  was  he  deceived;  for, 

searching  through  feveral  rooms,  became  to  the  apartment 
where  the  count  ufed  to  flecp.  He  looked  round,  and  perceiving  a 
whole-length  portrait  of  his  uncle, he  involuntarily  made  a  Hop, 
fixed  his  eyes  fteadfeftly  upon  it,  and  thought,  for  the  moment. 
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he  flood  before  him.    It  had  the  fame  ftern  frown  which  had  of- 
ten made  Alphonfo  tremble  when  a  boy;  the  colours  were  rather 
faded,  which  gave  the  countenance-a  more  gloomy  call.     He 
flood  looking  at  it  for  feme  time,  when  he  was  routed  from  his 
reverie  by  the  loud  claping-to  of  a  door.     His  imagination  was 
fo  bewildered  thai  he  gave  a  fudden  ftart,  and  ftruck  againft  the 
picture,  the  nail  of  which  giving  way,  it  fell  with  a  loud  crafh, 
and  broke  the  frame  to  pieces.     Alphonfo,  through  attention  to 
the  picture,  had  not  oblerved  that  the  man,  with  his  fervant 
,  had  pafled  on;  when  miffing  him,  they  turned  back,  and 
let  go  the  doj>r,  which  they  were  opening;   and  that  was  the 
caufe  of  the  noife  Alphonfo  had  heard.     After  they  had  recovered 
from  the  furprife  this  foolifh  incident  had  thrown  them  into,  Al- 
phonfo was  proceeding  to  take  up  the  picture,  when  he  faw  a 
fmall  parcel  of  paper  lying  on  the  ground  :  he  took  it  up  and 
found  it  to  be  a  letter  directed  to  himfelf.     He  broke  the  feal 
with  eagernefs.  and  was  juft  beginning  to  read,  when  his  eyes 
were  arretted  by  an  object  which  he  had  not  oblerved  before  ; 
this  was  a  door  which  had  been  concealed  behind  the  portrait. 
Vhilip  perfuaded  him  to  lee  what  it  led  to.     Alphonfo  took  his  ad- 
vice,  and  putting  the  letter  in  his  pocket,  opened  the  door, 
which  was  fattened  by  three  iron  bolts.     The  room  it  led  to  was 
fmall,  and  had  but  one  window  to  it,  which  was  guarded  with 
crofs  bars  of  iron.     The  furniture  was  mean:   it  confifted  only 
of  an  old  moth-eaten  damafk  bed,  a  table,  a  chair,  and  an  empty 
cheft.     In  one  comer  of  it  Rood  a  book-cafe,  but  the  books  were 
fo  demolifhed  by  the  rats,  that  they  could  not  have  been  ufed 
for  many  years.     They  examined  every  part  of  the  room,  but 
could  find  nothing  more  worthy  obfervation;  and  as  day  was 
far  advanced,  they  thought  it  bed  to  return  to  the  cottage,  where 
they  might  learn  from  the  letter  what  was  beft  to  be  done.  This 
was  agreedto  by  all,  and  returning  by  the  fame  way  they  came, 
they  loon  reached  the  cottage.     Alphonfo  then  took  out  the  let- 
ter, and  read  as  follows  : — 

*«  Tflie  Count  De  Courville  to  Alphonso: 

to  you,  Alphonfo,  I  addrefs  the  felines,  uncertain  •whether  they  may 
ever  fall  intoyour  hand* :  iftheyjhould,  they  mayferve  to  remind)  ou 
th at  you  have  an  uncle  who,  however  undejerving,  dill  loves  volt 
9  oreatefl  affeclion.  Tins  caflleis  yours.  No  doubt  you  think 
'Jen  departure  from  it  -very  myjierious.  I  know  yon  have  an 
under/landing  fupertor  to  many  of  your  age,  and w ill  laugh  at  the 
idle  tales  which  are  circulated  through  the  country.  Far  different 
w&s  the  caufe  that  oc rationed  me  to  withdraw  my/elf  from  the  cajlle. 
— It -was  confcience,  Alphonfo!  Start  not:  I  am  a  wretch  tfmuorthf 
of  a  thought.  I  may  one  day  unfold  a  tale  of  horror :  you  wilt  the>i 
know  what  a  monjler  lam  s yet  ifafmctrt  repentance  can  atone  for 
mypaft  crimes,  I  may  full  hope  fir  pardoni  I  muft  lay  afide  mv  'pert. 
—my  reafon  almajl  fails  me.— — 

»3 
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"  /  hcpvt  w  ilk  -I  off  the  agii  >y  mind,  and  am  Mori  tern- 

;         .     Monju       L ,  at  V\ena&  t-wi/i  remit  t  cojl 

xy  need.  I  ivouidivijh you  to  rejide  in  the  caftle.  I  repeat. 
It  ts  yours  *  I  have  been  an  ufurper  of  your  rig/us.  Your  father  ivas 
my  elder  brother,  not  the yw.nger,  as  I  always  pretended* 

"  Farewell,  I  mujl  go  far — far  difl  ant  from  heme,  Dj  not  de- 
tejl  the  remembrance  of  me* 

"  F.  De  Courville." 

Alphonfo  turned  pale  3S  he  perufed  the  letter,  which,  inftead  of 
clearing  up  the  myftery,  involved  him  in  ftill  greater  perplexity. 
It  feemed  written  with  an  air  of  calm  defpondence ;  and  he  he- 
fitated  whether  he  ihould  acquaint  the  peafantand  his  wife  with 
the  contents.  He  at  length  determined  to  keep  fome  parts  of  it 
afecret ;  hetherefore  only  read  that  part  of  it  to  them  whichcon- 
cerned  his  refiding  at  the  caftle,  and  the  money  in  the  hands  of 

Monfieur  L .  The  man  liftened  with  an  air  of  impatience, 

and,  when  he  had  finifhed,  afked,  if  that  was  all.  Atphonjb 
replied,  there  was  not  any  thing  more  of  confequence.  The 
man  ftill  feemed  diflatisfied,  and  walked  out  of  the  room  with 
an  appearance  of  chagrin.  Alphonfo  obferved  it,  but  imputed  it 
to  his  doubts  of  being  rewarded  fufficiently  for  his  trouble, 
though  he  had  too  much  delicacy  to  take  any  notice  of  it.  In  a 
few  days  part  of  the  caftle  was  ready  for  his  reception  ;  and  with 
an  heavy  heart,  be  once  more  took  pofieffion  of  the  place  where 
he  had  palled  his  days  of  childhood.  Thefe  were  no  more  :  and 
with  increaie  of  years,  increafe  of  trouble  feemed  to  threaten  his 
future  hours.  He  looked  forward  with  anxiety  for  the  time  when 
he  mould  once  more  fee  his  beloved  Julia*  His  fears  for  her 
welfare  almoft  obliterated  the  thoughts  of  bis  uncle's  letter, 
-which,  when  he  did  think  of  it,  ferved  but  to  increaie  his  un- 
eafinefs.  He  wandered  about  the  caftle,  to  divert  the  melan- 
7  which  preyed  upon  his  mind,  and  would  frequently  be- 
wilder himfelf  in  the  numerous  windings  of  the  flair-cafe,  from 
ed  Grislier  ones,  leading  to  the  different  wings 
.  tie. 

One  day,  as  he  was  mufing  on  his  troubles,  his  progrefs  was 
impeded  by  a  large  iron  door,  which  he  had  never  before  feen. 
Obferving  the  fituatiou  of  it,  he  found  he  was  in  the  north  wiug 
of  the  caftle,  the  part  which  was  reported  to  be  haunted,  Un- 
foeedful  of  that,  he  endeavoured  to  open  it.  On  his  pufning  it 
with  violence,  it  gave  way  {for  it  was  not  fattened),  and  opened 
with  a  creaking  node.  He  entered  a  large  furnifhed  apartment, 
which  feemed  to  have  been  uied  as  a  hall.  In  this  apartment 
.  were  two  doors,  but  they  were  both  fattened  with  throng 
bars  and  padlocks,  and  Alphonfo  was  obliged  to  return  with- 
out fotisfying  his  curiofity;  but  ne  determined  to  bring 

.  him  the  next  day,  and  try  to  break  the  door.    With  a  little 
ulty  he  found  the  right  flair- cafe,  and  went  back  to  his 
chamber.    Ho  (pert  the  reii:  of  the  day  till  Philip  came  i  - 
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thevillage,  which  was  about  ten  miles  diftant  from  the  cafrle,  in 
writing  to  the  baron,  to  relate  the  events  which  had  occurred 
ftnce  be  left  him.     When  he  had  finiihed,  he  told  Philip  of  the 
doors  which  he  had  found  in  the  apartment,  and  defired  him  to 
get  fome  inftruments  proper  to  force  them.     Philip  endeavoured 
to  difiuade  him  from  undertaking  fo  dangerous  an  enterprMe,  a:; 
he  termed  it.     Alphonfo  laughed  at  his  ridiculous  fears,  aid  bade 
him  obey  his  orders.     Philip  trembled — "  For  mercy's  fake,  fir, 
confider  what  you  are  going  to  do ;  who  knows  but  thofe  rooms 
are  really  haunted,  and  by  venturing  into  them,  you  may  incur 
the  difpleafure  of  the  fpiritsr" — "  I  thank  you  for  your  care," 
faid  Alphonfo,  "  but  muft  again  tell  you  it  is  needlefs:  my  reloca- 
tion is  fixed  \  and  were  all  the  old  women  in  the  village  to  come 
and  afljft  you  in  your  idle  tales,  they  never  could  change  my  de- 
termination.    1  have  told  you  my  mind:  look  to  it."   P/./Vz/left 
the  room,  muttering  at  his  matter's  rafnnefs,  which  he  found  it 
was  in  vain  to  perfuade  him  to  relinquish.     When  he  was  gone, 
Alphonfo  threw  bimfelf  upon  the  bed,  and  tried  to  banifh  in  fleep 
the  uneafy  thoughts  which  crowded  on  his  imagination.     But 
vain  were  his  efforts:  the  rooms,  his  ancle's  letter,  all  filled  his 
mind  with  perplexity  ;   and  the  morning  found  him  in  the  fame 
ftate  as  when  he  firfc  lay  down  to  reft. 

As  foon  as  day-light  appeared,  Alphonfo  hurried  on  his  clothes, 
andfummonedP/./i.'/',  who  very  reluctantly  complied,  andfetch- 
ed  the  inftruments  which  he  had  prepared  for  breaking  the  door. 
When  every  thing  was  ready,  they  (allied  forth,  Alpl.cnfo,   at 
's  earned  requeft,  carrying  bis  fword  in  his  hand.     When 
they  reached  the  great  door,  they  found  very  little  violence  was 
necefiary ;  for  the  wood  was  fo  rotten  that  a  few  blows  mattered 
it  to  pieces.     They  entered  a  large  gloomy  apartment  which  itill 
contained  the  remains  of  former  magnificence.   There  were  four 
Lows,  but  at  fucha  heighth  from  the  ground,  that  Alphonfb 
was  under  the  necelTity  of  getting  on  a  chair  to  fee  what  part  of 
the  country  they  overlooked.     The  profpect  before  him  was 
v.  ide  and  dreary  :  a  few  huts  were  fcattered  here  and  there,  and 
a  chain  of  mountains  terminated  the  view.     On  turning  to  get 
down,  he  perceived  fomething  on  the  floor.     It  was  a  book  ;  he 
ftooped  to  pick  it  up.     But  what  horror  did  he  feel  when  he 
law  the  floor  ftained  with  bio;  ci !  In  one  part  wa6  the  exact  print 
of  a  hand,  and  the  traces  of  the  fingers  continued  as  if  the  bodv 
had  been  dragged  along  fome  paces  further.     Philip,  who  kept 
clofe  behind  him,  obferved  it  at  the  fame  moment,  and  was  fo 
overcome  with  terror  that  Alphonfo. covft&  fcarceh  fupport  him. 
He  placed  him  on  a  feat,  and  tat  down  by  him.  '  As  he  fat,  he 
felt  the  wainfcot  make,  and  turning  to  difcover  the  caufe,  per- 
ceived the  pannel  move.    He  puChed  it  back  with  his  hand,  and 
found  it  opened  wide  enough  to  admit  his  body  through.     He 
determined  to  enter  and  examine  whither  it  led.     Plalip  entreat- 
ed in  vain ;  Alplionfowas  refolute,  and  thinking  it  better  to  go  on 
than  to  return  back  alone,  he  tremblingly  followed  Aiphon 
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a  long  dark  palTage.  They  groped  their  way  for  a  confiderable 
time,  till  at  length  they  faw  a  taint  light  at  a  final!  diftance.  Over- 
joyed to  fee  the  light  again,  they  haftened  toward  it,  and  found 
themfelves  in  a  fmall  room,  which,  on  a  more  attentive  obfer- 
vation,  JUpbonfa  recollected  to  be  the  fame  he  had  before  Teen 
behind  his  uncle's  picture,  on  his  firft  viewing  thecaftle.  Philip, 
glad  to  ftnd  himfelf  in  his  own  part  of  the  caftle,  as  he  termed 
it,  fell  on  his  knees,  and  entreated  Afpho  Jo  to  give  over  his  fearch 
for  that  day.  In  pity  to  his  fears,  his  mailer  complied,  and  they 
entered  Mpkonfo's  bed-room ;  where  they  fat  dow  n  and  difcourfed 
on  what  they  had  feeti.  AlpJhmfo  recollected  the  book  he  had 
found,  and  frill  had  in  his  pocket.  He  took  it  out,  and  opening 
it,  read  in  the  firft  page  the  name  of  R 

dreadful  idea  now  flafhed  on  his  mind,  and  he  exclaimed  in  a 
voice  of  anguifh:  "  They  have  murdered  my  mother!"  The 
agitation  of  his  mind  overpowered  him,  and  he  funk  lifelefs  on 
the  bed,  by  the  fide  of  which  he  fat.  Philip  was  almoft  diftract- 
ed;  he  flew  backward  and  forward  calling  for  help.  Luckily 
the  peafant  at  that  juncture  happened  to  call  to  know  if  they 
wanted  anything.  Philip  entreated  his  affiftance,  which  he  readi- 
ly gave.  They  undreflcd  Alphonfo,  and  made  him  take  fome 
wine,  which  a  little  revived  him.  The  next  day  he  was  fo  much 
recovered,  that  he  refolved  to  renew  his  fearch.  He  accordingly 
ordered  P:iilip  to  prepare  fome  lights  for  the  purpofe  of  examin- 
ing the  dark  paffage.  They  went  into  the  room  adjoining  his 
bed-chamber,  but  were  much  furprifed  at  not  being  able  to  find 
the  entrance  from  the  paffage.  They  looked  all  round  in  vain. 
I  b  at  length  determined  to  go  once  more  into  the  great 
room,  though  he  could  not  avoid  feeling  a  feoet  horror  when  he 
again  entered  the  place.  He  turned  his  eyes  to  take  one  more 
view  of  it,  and  faw  a  large  cheft  in  one  corner,  which  he  had  not 
obferved  before.  His  curiofity  was  now  awakened,  and  he  wifh- 
ed,  yet  dreaded,  to  fee -the  contents  of  this  cheft.  His  refolu- 
tion'was  foon  fixed,  and  he  took  out  of  his  pocket  a  bunch  of 
keys  which  he  had  found  in  fome  of  the  other  apartments.  He 
tried  them,  and  found  one  which  opened  the  lock.  Philip  held 
the  lid  up,  while  Aiphonfo  railed  a  folded  piece  of  baize,  under 
which  was  the  body  of  a  woman;  though  the  features  were  fo 
much  decayed  that 'it  wasimpoiVible  to  recognize  them.  A  cold 
fhivering  feize&Mp/wifo  as  he  viewed  the  horrid  l'pectacle,  which 
confirmed  his  former  fufpicions.  He  haftily  cloied  the  cheft, 
and  beckoning  Philip  to  follow  him,  haftened  out  of  the  room, 
locking  the  door  after  him.  When  he  reached  his  own  room, 
he  ordered  Philip  to  go  immediately  and  faddle  their  horfes,  for 
he  was  determined  never  to  reft  till  he  found  the  perpetrator  of 
the  horrid  deed.  Philip  entreated  him  to  confider  the  time  of 
the  evening  was  improper  to  begin  a  journey,  it  being  then  eight 
o'clock.  Aiphonfo  was  convinced  of  his  ei  ror,  and  agreed  to 
wait  till  the  next  morning.  He  delired  Phi  'it ,  in  the  mean  time, 
to  obfervethe  greateft  fecrecy  reflecting  what  they  had  ften ;  he 
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then  iifmuTed  him,  and  threw  himfelf  upon  the  bed.  Horrid 
dfeams  diftarbed  his  reft ;  the  fpirits  of  his  parents  feemed  con- 
tinually flitting  before  him;  toward  morning  he  dropt  into  a 
fhort  flum^er,  from  which  he  was  awakened  by  Philip  telling  him 
the  hories  were  read} . 

.  nowrofe,  no  longer  the  gay  and  bandfome  Alp'totijb 
he  had  once  been,  but  a  pale  emaciated  figure,  with  the  appear* 
ance  of  one  in  the  laft  ftage  of  life.  His  mind  was  difturbed  with 
a  variety  of  conflicting  motions :  his  eves,  funk  and  fpiritlefs, 
plainly  indicated  how  ill  he  had  refted  the  preceding  night. 
After  a  night,  repair,  he  fecured  all  the  doors,  and  making  a  me- 
morandum of  the  fituation  in  which  he  left  the  apartments  in 
the  cattle,  with  flow  and  heavy  fteps  he  pafied  the  halL 

The  closing  of  the  heavy  door  roufed  him  from  the  ftupor  into 
which  he  had  fallen,  and  recalled  his  wandering  imagination  to 
the  unhappy  purpofe  of  his  intended  adventure.  He  now  for 
the  firft  time  recollected  the  inconfiftency  of  his  plan,  in  letting 
out  in  fearch  of  he  knew  not  whom  ;  his  beloved  Julia  obtruded 
on  his  mind,  and  he  refolved  to  vifit  the  baron  her  father,  and 
making  him  acquainted  with  the  (hocking  circumftance,  afk  his 
advice.  He  remembered,  alio,  that  it  would  be  neceflary  to 
make  tome  plaufible  excufe  to  the  cottager  for  his  abrupt  de- 
parture. He  therefore  turned  his  horfe  toward  the  cottage,  and 
being  under  the  necciTity  of  telling  them  a  falfehood,  faid,  that 
he  had  received  a  letter  from  the  baron  a'c  Staiwille,  which  in- 
formed him  that  his  prefence  was  absolutely  neceflary j  giving 
them  a  ftrict  charge  not  to  let  the  caftle  be  entered,  on  pain  of 
his  difpleafure.  The  man  promifed  he  fhould  be  obeyed,  and 
'fo,  having  affured  him  that  he  fhould  not  be  long  abfent, 
and  made  him  a  prefent  for  his  trouble,  departed. 

He  took  the  road  to  Naples,  and  night  coming  on  as  he  had 
jull  reached  an  inn  at  the  entrance  of  Cajilll-:,  he  determined  to 
halt,  and  retiring  to  the  room  allotted  for  him,  fat  himfelf  down 
to  confider  his  prefent  fituation.  The  money  he  had  with  him 
was  nearly  exhaufted,  and  it  was  now  impoflible  for  him  to  ob- 
tain a  fireffi  fupply  ;  he  muft  therefore  be  indebted  to  the  baron 
ds  Stainville  for  the  prefent.  He  reflected  alfo  that  it  would  be 
impoffible  for  him  to  marry  Julia,  in  his  prefent  fituation  ;  as, 
though  his  whole  dependence  was  on  the  friendlhip  of  her  fa- 
ther, yet  he  could  not  imagine  he  would  ever  confent  to  her 
union  with  one.  neither  poifefled  of  friends  nor  fortune.  His  re- 
verie was  interrupted  by  .1  deep  groan  from  the  room  adjoining 
that  in  which  he  was:  the  found  Startled  him,  and  heliftened  at- 
tentively for  fome  time.  It  was  repeated:  after  which,  fome 
words  feemed  to  be  uttered  by  the  fame  perfon,  but  in  fo  low  a 
voice  that  it  was  impoflible  to  underftand  the  purport  of  them. 
A  third  groan  fucceeded,  accompanied  by  a  faint  fhriek.  AI- 
■  imagined  he  might  be  capable  o\'  affording  afliftance.  He 
iortly  opened  the  door,  and  perceived  a  man  lying  on  the  bed, 
feemingiy  in  the  agonies  of  death  ;  a  beautiful  female  was  kneel- 
ing b\  the  bed-fide  J  her  hair,  without  any  covering,  hung  looft 
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and  difheveikd  about  her  moulders  ;  her  drefs  was  in  the  utmofl 
diforder,  and  torn  in  many  parts.  The  fight  awed  Alp  ho-:  h  (6 
much,  that  he  knew  not  whether  to  advance  or  recede.  He  had 
not  time  to  con  fid  er ;  for  the  lady  looking  round,  -uttered  a  loud 
fcream,  and  fainted  in  his  arms.  Ke  now  found  it  was  his  dear 
Julia  he  held  in  his  arms,  and  endeavoured  to  recal  her  to  life 
by  calling  on  her  name  repeatedly.  After  fome  moments  fhe  re- 
covered, and  pointed  to  the  bed. 

The  fick  perfon  had juft  opened  his  eyes,  and  fixing  them  up* 
on  Alphonfo,  exclaimed,  "  Take  him  away,  I  have  not  murdered 
him.  Why  does  he  come  to  torment  me?"  The  well-known 
voice  vibrated  on  the  ears  of  Mpfionfo,  and  with  horror  he  found 
it  to  be  his  uncle.  He  Mew  toward  him,  forgetting  in  an  iaftant 
all  his  former  meditations  of  revenge  ;  he  grafped  his  almoft  life- 
lefs  hand,  and  bathed  it  with  bitter  tears.  His  uncle  forcibly 
f  patched  it  away,  and  Halting  wildly  up  in  bed,  cried,  "  Keep 
him  off!  J  did  not  do  it;  it  was  his  father,  not  he,  that  injured 
me."  Then  he  funk  back,  and  feemed  to  be  thinking  on  fome- 
thing  very  earneftly.  He  looked  at  Alphonfo  again  ;  and  faid  in  a 
kind  of  whifper,  «  yet  he  looks  kinder  than  the  others;  perhaps 
he  does  not  know  what  I  have  done." 

Alphonfo  could  no  longer  fupport  thediftreffing  fcene,  and  drew 
toward  the  window.  When  he  was  out  of  fight,  his  uncle  fell 
into  a  doze.  Julia  advifed  Alphonfo  to  keep  where  he  was,  left 
the  fight  of  him,  when  he  awoke,  might  be  attended  with  dan- 
gerous confequer.ces.  The  entrance  of  the  phyfician  interrupted 
their  converfation  ;  and  he  having  felt  his  pulfe,  declared  he  had 
no  hopes5  yet  defired  he  might  be  kept  quite  Hill,  as  he  might 
perhaps  have  one  more  interval  of  reafon,  but  it  entirely  depend- 
ed on  his  being  kept  perfectly  quiet.  After  prefer!  bin  g  the  me- 
dicine he  thought  neceflary  for  his  patient,  he  departed. 

Alphonfo  and  Julia  continued  to  watch  the  patient,  through  the 
night;  and  when  the  morning  approached,  he  awoke,  and  look- 
ing at  Julia,  faid,  <{  I  have  had  a  delightful  dream.  I  thought  I 
faw  Alphonfo ;  but  it  cannot  be."  Julia  finding  it  was  a  proper 
opportunity  to  introduce  him,  anfwered,  that  if  fhe  thought 
he  would  not  be  too  much  agitated,  fne  would  tell  him  fome- 
thing  that  would  pleafe  him."  He  promifed  to  be  compofed. 
She  then  told  him,  that  (he  had  fent  for  Alphonfo,  and  expected 
him  to  arrive  hourly. 

"  I  wifh,"  faid  he,  «'  that  he  would  come,  for  I  am  afraid  I 
fhall  never  live  to  fee  him.  If  J  do  not,  give  him  the  packet  which 
you  will  find  in  my  coat-pocket,  and  beg  him  to  pray  for  me." 
Julia  perceived  he  was  affected.  Pretended  to  liflcn.  "  Hark  !" 
laid  (he :  ««  there  is  Alphonfo."  She  then  went  toward  the  door, 
Mid  drew  Aiphentfo  to  the  bed.  His  uncle  feebly  held  out  his 
hand  to  him,  but  could  not  utter  a  word.  Alphonfo  took  it,  and 
dropped  on  his  knees.  His  uncle  railed  himfelf  up;  and  looking 
wimfully,  exclaimed,  "  heaven  blefs  you,  and  forgive  me!''  then 
uttering  a  deep  groan,  fell  back  and  expired. 

As  foon  as  the  firft  fiiock  occafioned  bv  the  news  of  the  death 
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of  the  couftt  was  over,  Alphonfo  proceeded  to  fearch  for  the  packet 
which  his  uncle  had  mentioned  ;  and  having  wiped  away  a  tear 
to  the  memory  of  his  former  tender  protection,  he  began  to  rea^ 
the  paper;  the  contents  of  which  were  as  follows; — 

Tr.e  lUjlory  of  Feflnando  Courville. 

"  My  father,  the  only  remaining  fon  and  heir  of  theilluftrious 
houfe  of  De  Ccur<v>ll<,  had  early  in  life,  to  gratify  the  vvifh  of  the 
old  count  his  father,  married  a  lady  of  equal  defcent  with  him- 
felf,  though  at  the  fame  time  he  had  no  great  inclination  to  mar- 
ry. The  lady  his  father  had  felecled  for  him  was  far  from  being 
calculated  to  render  the  married  ftate  agreeable ;  fhe  was  ex- 
cetfively  capricious;  and  if  not  immediately  gratified  in  what- 
ever die  wifhed,  would  throw  herfelf  into  pretended  fits.  My 
father,  wearied  with  her  continual  ill  temper,  foon  entirely  ne- 
rleded  her,  and  frequently  ablented  himielf  from  home.  But 
her  pregnancy  being  now  far  advanced,  as  he  was  fearful  of  lofing 
fiis  firft  hope  by  her  fudden  ftarts  of  pafiion,  he  paid  her  mere 
than  common  attention.  She  was  very  fhortly  after  delivered 
of  a  fon  who  was  named,  after  his  father,  Alpkonfo.  My  father 
was  extremely  delighted,  and  it  feemed  as  if  his  whole  life  were 
wrapped  up  in  this  bis  darling.  At  length,  after  the  charms  of 
novelty  had  ceafed,  he  relapfed  into  his  former  indifference.  One 
afternoon,  after  he  had  been  abfent  three  or. four  days,  being  ra- 
ther fatigued,  returning  to  his  chamber,  he  was  iurprifed 
to  find  the  door  fattened  on  the  iniide.  He  immediately  called 
to  my  mother,  who  was  within,  defiring  her  to  open  it.  He 
heard  a  faint  fcutrle  within,  and  in  a  few  minutes  fhe  opened 
the  door,  and  apologifed  for  keeping  him  waiting,  as  ine 
had  been  afleep.  My  father  made  no  reply,  but  walked  to  tiie 
window,  which  was  open,  and  looking  out,  faw  a  man  running 
along  the  parapet.  He  turned  round,  fury  flaming  in  bifi  ey«  -. 
lt  Wretch:"  exclaimed  he,  "  inftantly  inform  me  who  that 
villain  is,  who,  I  am  confident,  has  been  in  this  apartment*''  She 
fell  on  her  knees,  alluring  him  fhe  had  never  injured  him  in  any 
refpect,  and  that  chance  alone  had  can  fed  him  to  be  there.  She 
ftill  endeavoured  to  conceal  his  name,  till  my  father,  drawing  his 
(word,  threatened  her  with  immediate  death;  when  flbe  tren.o- 
lingly replied,  it  was  Felix,  "What!"  re-echoed  my  father. 
'•  F  Ux,  my  valet!  'Tis  well  madam:  your  paramour  fh ail  in- 
ftantly leave  the  houfe."  He  kept  his  word.  Fe&x  received 
his  diirmHal,  frantic  with  fear;  and  happy  in  efcapmg  cbaftile- 
ment|  departed  immediately.  My  father  ordered  a  feparate 
apartment  fiom  my  mother,  who  now,  too  late,  law  her  impru- 
dent conduct.  With  adtfperate  refolve,  fhe  forced  herfelf  into 
hit  prefence,  entreating  in  the  moll  lubmiflive  manner  for  par- 
don. In  vain  did  (he  iue ;  my  father  was  inexorable,  and  Ipurned 
her  from  him.  Real  fits  fucceeded,  and  in  this  fctuatiofl  fhe 
*as  d  f  me.     Her  life  was  for  Tome  time  defpaired  of- 
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at  length  me  recovered.  An  inveterate  hatred  to  her  huibam! 
fucceeded.  He  could  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  fee  me,  as  he 
had  great  reafon  to  fuppofe  I  was  illegitimate.  He  paid  a  greater 
attention  than  ever  to  my  brother  Mpitonfa  who  throve  rapidly. 
My  mother  was  fo  enraged,  that  fhe  endeavoured,  as  I  grew  in 
years,  to  fix  an  implacable  refentment  in  my  youthful  mind 
againft  my  father  and  brother,  for  fuch  in  reality  they  were. 
She  unhappily  fucceeded  but  too  well.  A  new  caufe  of  diflike 
foon  took  place.  Alphonfo  being  of  an  age  to  leave  home,  was 
fent  to  the  univerfity,  an<i  returned  fo  accompliflied,  that  I,  from 
envy  of  bis  fuperior  endowments,  actually  felt  that  hatred  which 
had'  been  before  nourifhed  by  the  unremitting  affiduity  of  my 
mother.  I  had,  to  be  fure,  private  mafters  for  my  inftruction  , 
but  as  my  education  was  not  the  fame  my  brother  received,  I  did 
not  imagine  it  could  be  in  any  manner  fo  beneficial  to  me.  Every 
little  childifh  whim  was  indulged  by  my  mother,  who  ima- 
gined her  future  fchemes  of  revenge  centered  in  me :  and  3S 
I  early  difplayed  a  propenfity  to  vice,  inftead  of  repelling  it,  fhe 
artfully  encouraged  it  to  that  excefs,that  it  ever  remained  in  me. 
My  mother's  horrible  defign  never  fucceeded  in  her  life;  for  fhe 
v/as  one  night  feized  in  a  fit,  in  which  (lie  expired.  I  did  not 
feel  that  affection  for  her  at  her  death,  which  a  child  naturally 
does  for  a  parent,  who  has  been  taught  by  them  to  honour  their 
virtues.  On  the  contrary,  I  feemed  to  have  got  rid  of  a  tormen- 
tor, and  thought  I  fhould  now  be  matter  of  myfelf.  In  that  I 
was  deceived  :  for  my  father,  having  ordered  my  mother  to  be 
interred  with  the  refpeel  due  to  her  as  countefs  de  Counvilk,  yet 
without  that  pomp  fhe  would  have  claimed  had  his  affection 
never  bten  eftvanged  from  her,  immediately  received  me  into 
the  family,  and  I  was  treated  in  every  refpect  like  my  brother, 
except  in  my  father's  careffes.  With  rage  1  beheld  his  partiality 
for  him,  and  determined  at  a  future  day  to  gratify  my  thirft  for 
revenge. — Here  would  I  draw  a  veil  over  the  remainder  of  my 
guilty  career.  My  whole  frame  turns  black  with  horror,  as  I 
think  of  the  deeds  which  I  am  about  to  reveal;  yet,  as  I  have 
begun,  I  will  ftruggle  with  my  feelings,  and  though  i  harrow  up 
my  very  foul  in  the  recital,  will  ftill  perfe\ere.  And,  oh !  may  it 
prove  a  wholefome  admonition  to  youths,  to  conquer  with  un- 
remitting vigilanceeven  the  fiighteft  incitement  to  vice :  and  may 
parents  take  warning  by  my  unhappy  one,  to  be  careful  to  inftil 
earlv  principles  of  reclitude  and  honour  into  the  minds  of  their 
children.  But  to  proceed.  My  brother,  who,  as  he  had  been 
properly  educated,  ever  placed  his  confidence  in  his  father,  now 
acquainted  him  with  his  prepoffefiion  in  favour  of  an  amiable 
young  lady,  filter  to  one  of  his  fellow-collegians,  and  alked  per* 
mifiion  to  pay  his  addreffes  to  her.  My  father,confident  that  the 
affeitionsof  his  fon  would  never  be  placed  on  an  undeferving  ob- 
ject, readily  gave  his  content,  and  they  were  foon  after  married. 
Amid  the  joy  and  hilarity  of  the  wedding,  I  loll  my  ufual  fallen - 
nefs,  andjioined  in  the  feftivity.    The  lovely  Bofalia  attracted 


A    GOTHIC    STORY-  *f 

my  notice,  and  I  fecretly  whh<  d  fue  had  fallen  to  my  lot :  yet  my 
were  then  unmixed  with  thole  guilty  ideas  which  after- 
took  place.  My  lather  s  death,  who  had  long  been  in  a 
declining  Kate,  terminated  the  rejoicing.  I  joined  with  my  bro- 
ther in  unfeigned  lamentation,  and  wag  far  feme  time  inconfo- 
labk.  This  forrow  icon  gave  place  to  my  former  malice,  when, 
upon  opening  the  will,  1  round  that  he  had  left  his  whole  eftate 
to  my  brother,  at  the  fame  time  enjoining  him  to  be  my  guar- 
dian till  I  came  of  age,  which  I  wanted  two  years  of;  and  after 
that,  I  was  to  be  allowed  two  thoufand  a  year,  while  I  continued 
worthy  of  his  favour;  but  if  I  proved  undeferving,  I  was  to  be 
left  entirely  at  his  mercy.  I  fiifled  my  reientment  as  much  as  I 
was  able,  and  affumed  the  reiemblance  of  great  affection  for  At- 
;  while  he,  trailing  in  his  own  rectitude,  did  not  fufpect 
the  fraud  which  I  was  practiling  upon  him,  and  treated  me  with 
the  greater!  tendernefs.  The  opportunities  I  now  had  of  being 
with  his  wife,  created  in  me  a  pafiion  for  her,  which  I  determin- 
ed to  gratify;  and  I  continually  perficuted  her  with  mys/iidui- 
ties.  When  I  firft  declared  my  fentiments,  (he  ftarted  from  me 
with  deteftation  in  her  looks;  and  nafhing  prevented  her  ac- 
quainting my  brother  but  her  fear  of  embi'termg  his  future  hours 
with  continual  apprehenfion.  She  ever  after  avoided  me  with 
tbegica    f  .     Stung  to  the  quick  at  the  denial  I  had 

received.  1  meditated  a  moft  bloody  revejige.  I  accordingly 
one  day  decoyed  my  man,  a  poor  harm-efs  youth,  into  the  re- 
moteft  part  of  the  *  aftlej  on  pretence  of  fomething  I  wifned  to 
remove;     ■  my    fword,  I  bade   him   prep- 

death.    Uebegg  '.    his  crime.    I  evaded  hisqu-. 

telling  him  J  did  I  >■.  -  ei  \  into  particulars  at  that  time, 
but  that  I  i  c  iiis  life  oa  one  condition.     He  promifed 

faithfully  lie  would  comply  with  whatever  I  dtfired.  J  made 
him  on  hit  k:  ees  take  the  moft  foleran  oath  that  imagination 
could  dt'  he  ;  which  done,  with  a  lavage  joy  I  bade  him  rife  : 
then  tafeing  a  dagger  from  my  pocket,  aid  prefenting  it  to  him. 
*:  here,"  laid  I,    "  take  it/'  my  hand  trembling   as  I  held  it 

toward  biro  ;  "  piy  brother  p..flcliV-  my  right  -dhpatch  him 

you  underi'.   nd  an  -  -be  quick  and  lure." 

A'p hwt/o  gave  a  fcream  of  horror;  the  paper  dropt  from  his 
hands;  a  mift  gathered  before  his  eyes.,  and  his  arms  drop! 
motionlefs  by  his  fide.  jvua  in  vain  called  on  his  name  ;  be 
was  i:  to  eery  thing  around  him,  and  remained  in  thai 

it  ate  for  id 

After  a  ftiort  time  Alphonf*  recovered  himfelf  fufficiently  to 
proceed  with  the  narrative  :— 

"  The  poor  wretch  received  the  dagger  in  fpeechlefs  agon*. 
I  immediately  quitted  the  place,  tffat  I  might  not  U  anymore 
witntis  to  his  emotion,  for  my  heart  was  not  then  fufficiently 
callous  to  talk  with  copipolure  of  the  bloody  act  wt  were  about 
to  perpetrate.     Some  days  elapfcd  ere  I  be  farther  con- 

cerning the  bufinefs.     One  morning  my  man  vo 
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tunity  to  fpeak  to  me,  and  informed  me,  in  faltering  accents, 
that  he  had  confidered  the  matter,  and  judged  it  would  he  im- 
prudent to  {hed  blood,  but  had  thought  of  a  fcheme  which  he 
made  no  doubt  would  meet  my  concurrence.  J  de  fired  to  be 
made  acquainted  with  it.  It  was  to  decoy  my  brother  from  the 
houfe,  with  lbme  well  fabricated  tale  of  diftrefs,  Jo  which  he 
would  lifteuwith  avidity,  and  contrive  to  have  him  drowned 
in  the  moat,  which  was  deep  enough,  at  the  north  end  of  the 
caftle  ;  and  thus,  he  faid,  when  his  body  mould  be  found,  his 
death  would  be  more  eafily  imputed  to  accident.  To  what 
lengths  will  the  love  of  life  carry  a  man  !  The  plan  feemed 
more  fafe  than  what  I  had  fir  ft  fuggefted  ;  and  we  determined 
to  adopt  it.  We  did  Co  ;  it  fuceeeded  to  our  moft  fanguine 
wiihes  ;  and  your  father  was,  one  foggy  evening,  precipitated 
into  eternity,  to  fatisfy  the  ambition  and  diabolical  defires  of 
an  unnatural  brother.  Yet  think  not  that  he  e!c?ped  punifh- 
ment.  No.  Mphonfo  !  his  every  fucceeding  hour  has  been  em- 
bittered with  the  panes  of  a  guilty  confidence,  the  moft  kwerc 
punishments  in  this,  life,  and  the  caufe  of  endlefs  mifery  in  a 
future.  Your  mother  was  for  feme  time  incoi  folable  ;  nothing 
but  her  affection  for  you  could  have  preferved  her  life.  You 
were  then  about  five  years  old,  and  the  fmiling  image  of  your 
ill-fated  father.    After  a  decent  time  had  ,  i  again  re- 

newed my  importunities  to  your  mother,  and  even  offered  her 
marriage.  My  propofats  were  received  with  increafed  difdain. 
This  roufed  my  violent  temper,  i  knew  full  well  that  the  like- 
nefa  you  bore  to  your  father  ferved  to  keep  him  in  her  memory, 
ai  d  1  determined  to  feparate  yen.  I  canted  you  to  be  torn 
from  hci  arms,  and  herfelfto  be  confined  in  an  apartment  ad- 
joining mine :  while  a  report  was  circulated  that  fhe  had  de- 
stroyed herfelfby  Ibrae  unknown  means;  Her  faithful  attend- 
ant alfo  was  infnafed  into  a  gloomy  chamber,  in  the  moft  re- 
mote prrt  of  the  Caftle,  where  I  imagined  her  fecure  frtom  any 
communication  witli  your  mother.  I  fupplied  them  with  food. 
Ycu  were  admitted  td  her  prefence  occalionally,  to  make  her 
more  ardently  w  ifh  for  liberty.  But  evirti  that  iirong  incite- 
ment was  iufiifficTent — fuch  was  her  jnft  abhorrer.ee  of  me. 
Several  years  elapfed  in  this  manner;  when  one  morning  I  went 
to  Rc/ulitfk  apartment  to  renew  my  prop6fals,  arid  was  moft 
dreadfully  alarmed  to  fin  .-  not  to  be 

found-  I  caft  my  eyes  toward  the  window.  It  was  fecure  as 
ufual  ;  no  pannel  was  removed,  nor  could  I  difcover  any  means 
by  v.hich  the  could  have  efcaped.  1  immediately  repaired  to 
the  chamber  of  her  attendant.  She  v.ws  fitting  at  the  table, 
reading.  J  new  toward  her,  and  feized  her  arm,  in  a  frantic 
manner,  d<  f  accufed  her  of  affifling  Rofalia 

l  .  efcape.     She  replied,  with  heroifm.  *  1  have  r,  and 

glory  in  the  act  of  refcuing  her  from  the  power  of  a  tyrant.'  I 
demanded  to  know  the' manner  of  her  efcape.  iied  at 

my  tl  I  fcornfujly  refilled  to  tell  me.     '  longer 
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matter  of  rnyfelf.  I  drew  my  fword,  and  plunged  it  into  her 
body.     She.fell,  and  expired  in  a  few  moments." 

4<  Thank  heaven,"  interrupted  Alphonjo,  "  it  was  not  the 
body  of  my  mother.  Perhaps  f'ne  yet  lives."  He  proceeded 
with  the  hiftor;.-  : 

"  Remorfe  inftantly  took  poffefiion  of  my  foul.  I  ihaddered 
at  the  act  I  had  committed.  I  ftood  petrified  with  horror. 
Fears  for  my  own  fafety  prompted  me  to  conceal  the  body. 
I  looked  round  with  dreadful  apprehenfion,  and  found  a  large 
empty  cheft  in  the  room,  in  which  I  carefully  depofited  the 
body,  and  quitted  the  apartment,  which  I  never  again  entered. 
I  have  ever  fince  remained  ignorant  of  the  means  your  mother 
ufed  to  make  her  efcape,  as  to  have  made  any  inquiry  among  the 
domeftics  would  have  betrayed  myfeif.  I  difmuTed  the  deluded 
creature,  who  had  firit  aided  my  crimes,  as  the  fight  oi  him 
was  become  odious  to  me,  firft  binding  him  down  by  the  ftricteft 
oaths  to  fccrecy.  He  has  fince  married,  and  refides  in  a  cot- 
tage, fome  fmali  diftance  from  the  caftle.  My  conscience  now 
fmote  me  Severely  for  m\  former  crimes,  and  I  determined,  by 
tbegreateft  attention  to  your  m     .    .  fome  meafure 

for  them.  I  really  felt  an  affection  for  you,  but  th(  fight  of  you 
always  revived  terrific  emotions  in  my  mind,  and  1  rciblved,  as 
foon  as  your  age  would  permit,  to  fend  you  abroad.  I  did  fo  ; 
but  your  departure,  inftead  of  alleviating  my  uneatiuefs,  ferveel 
but  to  increafe  it.  Left  to  myfeif.  my  former  deeds  rujjhed 
upon  my  mind,  and  overpowered  me.  I  coiwd  no  longer  bear 
the  reflexion,  and  determined  to  quit  the  cattle  for  ever,  make 
a  confdTion  to  you  of  my  crimes,  and  lead  a  wandering  life.  I 
i'ummoned  my  vaJFals  together,  toid  them  that  I  intended  to 
refide  on  an  eftate  of  mine  in  a  diftant  country,  and  had  no 
further  occ  their fervices,  but  discharged  them.     1  left 

my  orders  with  the  cottager  to  admit  no  one  into  the  caftle  but 
yourfclf,  and  to  circulate  the  report  of  it  being  haunted.  I  then 
bade  a  long  farewell  to  De  Courvitle  CaJUe." 

The  manufcript  was  fmifhed;  but  one  thing  ftill  remained  to 
be  cleared  up,  which  was — how  Julia  and  his  uncle  came  to- 
gether. "  You  know,"  (faid  Julia\  "  the  terms  upon  which 
you  and  my  father  parted.  It  is  neceffary  to  fay,  how  much  I 
was  intercited  in  the  event ;  and  not  hearing  from  you  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time,  canted  me  much  uneafmefs.  My  father  earnettly 
endeavoured  to  perfuade  me  that  you  had  forgotten  jrour  Julia; 
but  vanity,  or  fome  fecret  monitor,  wbifpe  -d  the  contrary,  and 
I  flattered  myfeif  that  by  fome  accident  your  letters  had  been  in- 
tercepted. About  that  time  an  event  happened  which  was  near 
feparating  us  for  ever.  My  father  was  returning  one  evening 
froma  vifit  to  the  hermit,  and  was  overtaken  by  "fome  of  thofe 
banditti  by  whom  you  was  fo  great  a  fufferer  at  the  time  we  firft 
became  acquainted.  But  by  the  timely  aififtar.ee  of  a  gentle- 
man, who  with  his  fcrvant  was  riding  paft,  they  difperfed  the 
j,  and  my  father  was  rti'cued.     Gratitude  to  his  preferver 
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obliged  my  father  to  invite  theftranger  home.     Alas!   it 
near  becoming  a  fatal  invitation  to  me.  He  ftaid  with  us  a  week, 
and  during  that  time  conceived  an  unfortunate  prepofleffion  in 

favour  of  me.  I  foon  perceived  his  growing  partiality ;  indeed, 
I  muft  ha,ye  been  blind  had  I  not ;  his  attentions  were  lb  par- 
ticular as  to  leave  no  room  for  doubt.  The  confequence  w 
application  to  my  father,  who  readily  gave  his  confent,  provided 
1  could  confider  myfelf  as  free  from  my  engagement  to  you. 
He  flew  to  me  with  my  father's  anfwer.     I  received  his  propo- 

ith  difdain,  and  aflbred  him  that  I  would  never  become  his 
A-ire.  He  cafta  malicious  glance  at  me,  and  left  the  houfe  that 
day  m  high  difpleaftire.  About  three  days  after,  as  \ 
a  walk  in  the  adjoining  wood,  as  was  ufually  my  cuftom,  I  was 
forcibly  feized  by  two  men,  who  hound  my  mouth  and  eyes. 
When  they  gave  me  my  liberty  I  found  myfelf  in  a  carriage, 
feated  by  that  odious  villain  who  had  thus  violated  the  laws  of 

altty.— «Now,  madam,'  faid  the  wretch,  'I  think  I  can 
repay  your  difdair,  and  be  aflured,  you  mall  never  become  my 
wife.'  I  mnddered  at  his  words,  yet  paid  no  feeming  attention 
to  them.  We  travelled  at  a  great  rate,  and  I  fainted  through 
f. ar  and  want  of  air,  for  the  blinds  had  been  kept  clcfe  drawn 
up.     When  I  recovered,  the  windows  were  quiteopen,  and  the 

re  (landing  ftifr.  A  gentleman  rode  by.  I  had'the  prefence 
of  mind  to  fcream  out,  and  call  for  afiiftance.  He  inftantly 
forced  the  coachman  from  his  box,  and  opening  the  coach- 
door,  demanded  why  I  was  detained.  The  wretch  imme- 
diately drew  a  piftel  from  his  pocket,  and  difcharged  it  ;  but 
the  bullet  miffed  your  uiide — for  he  it  was.  whom  providence 
had  fait  to  refcue  me.  Your  uncle  in  hi?  turn  drew  another 
pittol,  which  he  fired  with  better  fuecefs:  his  advtrfary  fell, 
uttering  dreadful  imprecations.     He  however  had  the  malice  to 

jam  as  he  fell,  and  the  baii  penetrated  your  uncle's  moul- 
der. By  this  time  a  number  of  people  had  come  up  to  us  ;  for 
the  coachman  had  run  to  an  inn,  which  providentially  was  not 
far  drftant,  to  procure  afiiftance.  They  conveyed  us  to  it  ; 
your  uncle  was  put  to  bed,  and  a  furgeon  was  fent  for,  who, 
upon  his  arrival,  pronounced  the  wound  to  be  mortal.  What 
ttuft  have  been  my  lituation  but  for  your  fortunate  arrival  !  I 
now  entreat  you  to  conduct  me  to  my  father's  as  foon  as  pofii- 
ble,  as  I  cannot  with  propriety  remain  longer  in  my  prefent 
fituation.  I  have  only  to  add,  that  your  uncle,  when  he  was 
allured  of  his  approaching  diilblution,  entreated  that  his  remains 
might  be  conveyed  to  Dc  (shervilk  C.ij:!e," 

a  ceafed.  Alpfuh<fofx\\  remained  in  a  muring  pofture.  He 

was  perplexed  to  know  how  to  act.    He  was  equally  convinced 

with  Jui;a  ot\\\c  impropriety  of  heroontii  ;  yet 

cle's   corpfe  could  not  pollibly  remain  at  the  inn.     He 

at   of  a  plan,  yet  he  did  not  like  to  propofe  it  to 
Het  thoughts  had  been  occupied  by  the  fame  fubject  :    and  the 
fame  thought  had  (truck  her.     She  therefore  faved  Al4 
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pain  of  the  propofal.  "  I  know,"  laid  fhe, ;{  it  is  inconvenient 
for  you  to  return  with  me.  Suppofe  you  let  Philip  go  ;  he  will 
prove  a  diffident  protection."— "  Will  ray  Julia"  exclaimed 
Alphonfat  "  put  up  with  his  protection?'' — "  Surely,"  laid  fhe, 
feeing  he  was  extremely  agitated,  "  we  (hall  meet  the  fooner  for 
it.  Philip  will  make  an  excellent  conductor." — "  He  is  a  worthy 
fellow,'-'  replied  '« and  will  protect  you  to  the  lait 

moment  of  his  life'."— :'  I  can  truft  in  him,"  returned  Julia  j 
"  fo  to-morrow  I  propofc  to  take  leave  of  you." 

.■nib  Gghed  at  the  mention  of  taking  leave  ;  a  fatality 
feemed  "to  attend  them,  and  ftill  threatened  to  feparate  them. 
They  both  retired  to  reft  in  very  ill  lpirits.  Ju  ia  role  early 
mjb  was  already  rifen.  They  ate  a  fparing  breakfaft  ;  a 
chaifc  waited  to  c  «ivey  Jut  a\  they  took  a  hafty  farewell.  P.  ■- 
lip  mounted  his  horfc,  and  they  drove  off.     A  ned  to. 

have  loll  hi.,  very  life  ;  heremained  quite  inanimate.  The  noife 
the  men  made  in  bringing  up  bis  uncle's  coffin  routed  him  from 
his  lethargy,  and  he  bethought  him  of  his  melancholy  office; 
the  day  paffed  heavily  on  ;  night  came — a  Oeeplefs  one  to  Al- 
phonjo.  The  morning  arrived,  the  h.arfe  was  in  readinefs,  and 
the  corpfe  was  dep oUied  in  it.  He  ordered  it  to  follow  him  at 
a  flow  pace  ;  he  himfclf  was  to  be  at  the  caftle  to  prepare  for 
the  melancholy  ceremony,  Me  fettled  with  his  holt,  mounted 
.    his  horfe,  and  fet  of!  for  D    Couryille  Cull--. 

Whei  e  reached  the  cattle,  the  man   whom  he  had 

brought  with  him  as  a  fubftitute  for  Philip  appeared  not  a  little 
difmayed  at  the  defolate  appearance  of  the  place  ;  but  A. 
having,  by  liberal  offers,  bammed  part  of  his  fears,  they  rode 
round  to  the  village,  and  hired  forae  men  to  affift  in  clearing 
the  rubbifh  and  weeds  from  the  principal  entrance  of  the  caftie. 
With  iome  difficulty  they  opened  the  great  gates,  which  creaked 
with  diigufrng  noife  upon  their  nifty  binges,  and  found  the 
caftle  i  -.lie  foliation  he  left  it.     The  recollection  of  the 

caufc  of  his  la  ft  quitting  it,  and  the  melancholy  one  of  his  re- 
turn to  it,  ruined  with  force  upon  his  mind,  and  be  leaned  his- 
head  againft  the  wall  in  fiient  agony.  The  men  ftared  at  him 
with  ftupid  wonder ;  but  recollecting  himfelf,  he  ftarted  up, 
and  led  the  way  to  his  apartment.  A  fire  was  foon  kindled  by  a 
lanthorn  which  they  brought  with  them  ;  and  Airhonfo  then  in- 
ltructed  the  men  in  their  feveral  departments,  and  before  night 
the  grand  hall  was  rendered  fit  for  the  reception  of  his  uncle's 
body.  The  vault  was  then  opened.  Alpfionfo  took  a  torch,  and 
defcended  into  it ;  but  the  noifome  damps  of  the  place  almoft 
fulled  him.  lie  caft  bis  eyes  around  ;  and  a  coffin,  newer  than 
the  reft,  attracted  his  notice.  He  approached,  and  viewed  the 
plate.  It  was  that  of  his  father.  He  dropt  his  torch,  and  knelt 
by  the  tide  of  his  coffin. — ¥  Shade  of  my  reverend  parent!" 
exclaimed  he,  "let  me  not  incur  thy  anger,  that  J  dare  thus 
to  violate  thy  fanctuary,  by  admitting  the  remains  of  thy  mur- 
derer— witne.s  my  Glial  tears."     lie  was  interrupted  by  a  faint 
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fcream,  and  a  noife  which  feemed  as  if  fome  great  weight  had 
fallen.  He  ftarted  from  his  knees,  and  looked  round  ;"but  hic- 
torch  was  extinguifhed.  He  liftened  ;  all  was  ftill.  He  drew 
his  fword  from  the  fcabbard,  and  groped  about  for  the  fteps. 
For  fome  time  his  fearch  was  in  vain,  and  he  Humbled  constantly 
over  broken  pieces  of  coffins  ;  till  at  length,  at  fome  diftance, 
he  perceived  a  glimmering  light,  for  fome  minutes  he  was  un- 
refolved  whether  to  advance  or  recede.  He  plainly  diftinguifhed 
the  forms  of  feveral  men  flowly  advancing,  and  heard  his  own 
name  diftinctly  repeated.  His  fear  fo  nearly  overcame  him, 
that  it  was  fome  time  before  he  could  recal  his  fcattered  fenfcs 
fufnciently  to  recognife  his  own  attendants,  who,  finding  him 
continue  (o  long  in  the  vaults,  began  to  be  alarmed,  and"  had, 
though  with  great  dread,  defcended  in  fearch  of  him  ;  he  having 
wandered  in  the  dark  fo  far  from  the  entrance,  that  he  did  not 
recollect  the  fituation  fufficiently  to  prevent  his  fright  at  their 
approach.  He  forbore  to  mention  to  them  the  fcream  he  had 
heard,  left  it  fhould  deprefs  their  fpirits,  and  only  told  them 
that  he  had  let  his  torch  fall,  and  thereby  extinguifhed  it. 

When  they  had  completed  their  bufinefs,  hedifmifTed  all  but 
the  one  he  defigned  to  keep  in  his  fervice  until  the  return  of 
ffJiilip.  With  him  he  retired  to  his  chamber,  and  endeavoured 
to  recruit  his  fpirits  with  a  bottle  of  wine  (for  they  had  provided 
thcmfelves  with  whatever  they  thought  would  be  requitite) ; 
but  he  vainly  endeavoured  to  impute  the  found  he  had  heard  to 
imagination  ;  it  feemed  ftill  to  ring  through  his  ears  with  ad- 
ditional horror.  His  handled  fpirits  demanded  reft ;  and  he 
accordingly  retired  to  a  chamber  which  had  formerly  been  l\:i- 
&/>'s,  and,  fecuring  the  door,  funk  upon  the  bed.  He  had 
numbered  about  an  hour,  when  he  was  noufed  by  a  loud  noife 
in  the  corner  of  the  room.  He  raifedhis  head  from  his  pillow, 
and  liftened  attentively;  it  was  filent;  and  he  once  more  com- 
pofed  himfelf  to  reft.  He  was  again  ftartled  by  a  violent  making 
of  the  curtains  of  his  bed.  The  moon  then  fuddenly  emerged 
from  a  cloud  ;  and  by  her  light  he  perceived  a  figure,  of  enor- 
mous bulk,  at  his  bed-fide.  He  immediately  grafped  his  fword, 
and  jumped  up,  when  the  figure  retreated.  He  ftarted  from 
tre  bed,  and  purfued  it  round  the  room.  The  moon  was  again 
obfeured,  and  he  was  left  in  darknefs.  He  groped  about,  till  a 
door  was  Rapped  with  violence  in  his  face.  Terror  now  totally 
overpowered  him,  and  the  fword  dropt  from  his  hand.  He 
continued  transfixed  with  aftonifhment,  till  a  violent  knocking 
s  door  recalled  his  fenfes.  For  fome  time  he  was  irrefo- 
iute,  till  the  voice  of  his  fervant  demanding  entrance,  cheered 
hm>;  and  with  fome  difficulty  he  found  the  door,  which  he 
opened.  The  man  inftantly  caught  hold  of  him.  exclaiming, 
<;i'or  heaven's  fake,  fir,  fave  me!  Let  us  quit  this  dreadful 
c.-t(:ie  to-morrow.  You  have  furely  let  all  the  fpirits  out  of  the 
vault  ;  ar.d  they  are  determined  to  torment  us  for  difturbing 
tfcsnk."     The  mentiou  of  the  vault  revived  in  J!phoaf*&t  re- 
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membrance  of  his  adventure  in  that  place.  He  was  for  fome 
time  umble  to  reply  ;  at  length  he  demanded  of  the  man,  if  he 
had  heard  any  thing.—"  Aye."  laid  the  fellow,  "  I  believe  I 
have.  Why,  I  thought  my  door  would  have  been  burft  open  ; 
for  there  was  a  rare  pufh  againft  it  ;  it  made  it  crack  again." 
Jtiphtnfa  was  more  and  more  furprifed  :  he  determined  to  dif- 
cover  the  myftery,  but  forbore  to  urge  the  man  further  at  that 
time,  left  he  ihould  augment  his  fear.  Day  in  a  great  meafure 
difpelled  their  terror,  and  they  difcourfcd  calmly  on  the  fub- 
jecl.  /Uphonfo,  after  a  time,  by  expostulation,  entreaty,  and 
offers  of  a  liberal  reward,  obtained  from  the  man  a  promife  to 
watch  with  him  the  enfuing  night.  Their  attention  was  fo 
much  engrofled,  that  they  thought  net  of  repofe  ;  and  the 
arrival  of  a  peafant  announced  the  approach  of  the  corpfe,  be- 
fore they  had  broke  their  faft.  The  gates  were  thrown  open, 
and  the  body  of  the  count  decently  committed  to  the  vault  ; 
after  which  it  was  once  more  clofed  by  the  nifties,  all  of  whom 
he  difmiiied,   except  one. 

A.t>- :>.  r,  again  left  to  reflexion,  pondered  in  his  mind  his 
flrange  eleftiny.  "  Surehp,"  laid  he  to  himielf,  "  I  am  doomed 
to  be  the  fport  of  fortune,  pin fuing,  by  a  fhange  fatality,  fha- 
dows  which  vaniih  from  my  graip.  whiie  others  continually  rife 
to  harafs  my  ipirits,  already  almoft  broken  by  difappointment 
and  forrow.  Oh  !  my  Jviia,  even  now,  perhaps,  you  may  be 
in  need  of  rr.y  arm,  to  fave  you  from  fome  unforefeen  danger. 
May  you  not  be  at  this  moment  calling  upon  \hy  Alphoxfo  to 
reicue  thee,  in  vain,  while  he  is  perhaps  ruining  into  eternity 
unbidden .  and  may,  ere  to-morrows  dawn,  be  numbered 
among  the  lilent  dead  ?  Had  I  not  better  quit  this  fpot,  by 
horrid  murder  ftained,  where  injured  Ipirits  call  aloud  for 
ver.t.cance,  and  with  my  Julia&e\L  fome  peaceful  cot,  where, 
with  her,  I  may  fperd  my  future  days  in  domeftic  happincf?, 
far  from  the  pomp  and  fatigue  of  grandeur?  But  Oh!  my 
parents,  hard  is  the  ftruggle  betwixt  love  and  filial  piety  }"■ 

This  foiih.quy  was  interrupted  by  his  attendants,  who  entered 
to  know  his  orders  concerning  the  propofed  plan.  Alphonfa 
after  fome  confideration,  refolved  to  abide  the  event.  Ke  ac- 
cordingly defired  the  men  to  procure  fome  wine  from  the  vil- 
and  to  keep  a  large  fire,  two  meft  requilite  things  for  fo 
checrlefs  an  adventure.  The  intermediate  fpace  between  them 
and  the  lime  appointed  for  them  to  ftation  themfelves,  he  de- 
termined to  fill  up  by  infpecring  the  cattle.  He  revintt'd  all  the 
rooms,  and  found  than  as  he  had  left  them.  The  apartment 
where  he  had  before  beheW  the  horrible  fpectacle  ftocked  him 
greatly;  arid  doling  the  door  with  difguft,  he  defcended  tie 
ftairs.  The  men  foon  returned  with  the  wine  ;  they  took  feme 
flight  refreshment,  and  betook  themfelves  to  their  watch.  They 
drew  their  chairs  dole,  and  replenished  their  glaiTes.  All  con- 
tinued quiet;  the  bell  fiowly  tolled  one,  and  the  men  began  to 
cod.    Alphonfo  continued  in  a  muling  pofture,  but  was  (00a 
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ftartled'  by  the  opening  of  the  door  of  the  fmall  clofet,  over 
which  the  portrait  of  his  uncle  had  hung.  lie  concealed  the 
light,  the  better  to  obferve  what  pnffed.  A  figure,  fhoeking 
to  behold,  entered  ;  it  appeared  to  be  a  human  form,  but  the 
fex  could  not  be  diftinguHhed  ;  a  ragged  mantle  covered  its 
fhouMers,  and  fell  on  the  ground,  and  a  quantity  of  long  black 
hair  hung  over  the  face,  and  entirely  concealed  it.  One  arm 
was   bare,  and  dreadfully  torn,  with  which  it  grafpeda  rufty 

r;  the  other  held  a  human  flcull.  it  walked  with  a  fo- 
lemn  ftep  to  the  window,  where  it  continued  fome  time  with 
its  arms  folded,  then  ftarihg  with  a  hafty  ftep,  hinted  to  the 
bed,  and  groped  about  as  in  fearch  of  fome  other  object. 
info  thanked  heaven  for  his  efcape,  as  he  made  no  doubt  he 
Ihould  have  been  murdered,  had  he  been  in  the  bed  ;  he  ad- 
vanced foftly  behind  the  figure,  while  the  men  guarded  the 
door.  fprung  upon  it,  and  wrefted  the  dagger  from  its 

hand  ;  it  uttered  a  tremendous  fcream,  and  fell  to  the  ground. 
The  poor  wretch  was  a  eonfiderable  time  before  he  had  power 
to  articulate  a  fyHable  ;  at  iength,  railing  his  head,  he  fixed  his 
eyes  upon  •   exclaiming,    "  O  fave   me  !  favc  me  from 

that  horrid  phantom  '."  Alphonfa  waa  very  much  agitated  ;  he 
imagined  he  had  heard  the  voice  before  ;  but  where,  he  was  at 
a  lofs  to  conjecture.  He  raifed  the  man  from  the  ground,  and, 
with  the  affiftance  of  his  attendants,  placed  him  upon  the  chair  ; 
and  removing  the  hair  which  covered  his  face,  difcovered,  to 
his  infinite  aftonifhment,  the  peafant  formerly  fervant  to  his 
uncle,  and  the  murderer  of  his  father.  "  Villain  !"  exclaimed 
he,  while  every  joint  trembled  with  emotion,  "  vengeance  is 
now  within  my' reach.  Prepare  to  expiate  all  thy  crimes.  In 
me  behold  the  injured  Afyhonfo"  His  arm  was  uplifted  to  give 
the  blow;  when,  roufed  by  the  impending  danger,  the  man 
fprang  forward,  and  averted  the  ftroke.  u  Hold,  hold  !  1  con- 
jure you*"  cried  he,  franticly,  *f  I  am  not  the  monfter  you  fup- 
pofe.    Your  father  died  not  by  my  bands."—"  Beware,"  cried 

o\  "  how  you  deceive  me  ;  think  not  to  dupe  me  by  your 
deteiied  artifices." — -"  Yet  hear  me,  I  entreat  you,"  "rejoined 
the  man.  dropping  upon  his  knees ;  "  my  guilty  ftory  luuft  not 
be  revealed  at  prefent,  in  confequence  of  a  moft  iolemn  vow 
exacted  from  me  by  your  uncle.  All  I  dare  lay  is,  that  your 
father,  in  all  probability,  yet  lives."— "  Heaven  bepraifed!" 
interrupted  ,    "  Rife*     I  have  now  the  power  of  ab- 

folving  vou  from' your  oath.  The  count  is  no  more.  Take 
therefore  fome  refre'fnment.  In  an  hour  I  will  return,  and  hear 
what  vou  have  to  fay  in  your  defence  ;  but,  remember,  upon 
your  fincerity  depends  your  life."  Felix  bowed,  and  allured 
him  he  might  depend  upon  his  fidelity.  Alphonjju  then  left  him, 
and  iecurcd  the  door  ;  leaving  the  fervants  to  watch  left  he 
fnould  attempt  to  make  his  efcape.  He  took  a  ftroll  round  the 
caftle,  it  being  then  morning.  At  the  time  appointed,  hie  re- 
turned.    Felix  requeued  they  might  be  private  ;    and  A; 
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laying  :  before  him,  ordered  the  attendants  to  with- 

draw.    The  man  then  related  what  the  reader  is  already  ac- 
quainted with. 

"   I  was  greatly  (hocked, "  continued  he,  fl  -it  the  count's 
proppfel  ;  but  I  knew  the  violence  of  his  temper  too  well  to 
that  uc  would  hentate  a  moment  to  put  his  threats  in 
:ion.     A  plan  providentially  itruck  me,  which  1  refolved 
to  carry  into  execution  without  hefttation.     T  acquainted  your 
with   the  plot  againft   his   life,  enforcing  an  oath  of  fe- 
erecy,  and  procured  him  the  drefs  of  a  labouring  man,  in  which 
he  efcaped  from  the  cattle.     I  then,  by  means  of  a  trifling  re- 
ward,  prevailed  upon  a  p-;  :ed  in  the  village, 

to  drefs  himfelf  in  your  fetl  .5,  and  coupon  fome  pre- 

tended meffage  to  the  caftle.  The  fogginefs  of  the  evening  af- 
filed my  defign,  and  the  p^or  unfufpeefmg  wretch  Was  by  my 
own  hands  precipitate:1,  into  eternity.  You  may  perhaps  won- 
der why  I  fhould  fcruple  to  facrific'.  your  father  at  a  time  when 
I  could  unrelentingly  put  a  period  to  the  exifterce  of  another. 
To  my  fhame,  I  conrere  that  it  was  not  humanity  which  influ- 
enced'me.  Alas!  No.  I  flattered  myielf  that  at  at  fome  fu- 
ture time  :  >uld  be  discovered  by  the  remorfe  of  you? 
uncle,  and  that  I  fhould  be  handfomely  rewarded.  The  corpfe 
paffed  very  well  for  that  of  the  count,  and  was  interred  with 
all  funeral  honours.  The  new  count  foon  found  an  opportu- 
nity to  difcharge  me  from  his  fervice,  and  fettled  me  in  the  cot 
where  you  may  recollect  yon  h>ft  few  me.  Your  rcfidence 
cottage  roufed  rne  to  a  fenfe  of  the  injuftice  I  had  been 
lamented  I  had  not  defied  the  count's  threats, 
'i  he  poor  murdered  victim  feemed  continually  before  my  eyes, 
and  dithirbed  my  mind  with  the  mod  horrid  reflexions. 
faw  my  uneafinefe,  and  inceflantly  importuned  me  I 
»ow  the  caufe.  Her  felicitations  vexed  me,  and  I  fretted 
her  with  unuiual  y.  '  len  a  great  alteration  took 
place  in  her  behaviour,  and  fhe  fcrupled  not  to  tell  me  that  fhe 
fufpected  there  was  no  .^ood  going  on,  by  my  frequent  abfence 
from  home.  Words  followed  words  ;  fhe  faid,  I  had  cf  late 
talked  ftrangely  in  my  deep,  and  that  fhe  had  great  reafon  to 
believe  I  had  been  guilty  of  murder ;  and  threatened  to  have 
me  apprehended,  if  I  dared  to  ufe  her  ill  again.  I  plainly  few 
flie  would  not  fail  to  keen  her  word,  and  determined  to  get  rid 
of  10  dangerous  an  accufer.  Gmlt  gradually  ftenls  upon  the 
mind  of  man,  and  render-  :  callous  to  the  calls  of  hu- 
manity. I  felt  very  little  compi:not;on  at  lhedding  the  blood  of 
my  unhappy  wife,  whom  I  bufied  a  the  end  of  my  garden. 
i  my  ptinifhmei  1  night  her  ghaftly  image 
Rpated  before  my  .  became  infupportable  ;  I 
quitted  it,  and  fought  re;-  '  itcd  caftle.  Solitude 
only  increafed  my  horror,  .  v-a-ithe  facrifice.  I 
have  but  a  faint  idea  of  v  hat  parted' fmce  then.  How  I  fubfifted, 
I  cannot  tell.     I  only   know,   that  I  often  fought  the  count's 
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apartment,  in  hopes  to  murdejr&irn  'for  I  forgot  his  having 
quitted  the  tamed  chiefly  in  the  vault  among 

the  coffins  :  and  but  for  your  c  fitting  up  laft  night, 

your  life  would  hav  I  through  my  miftake.     I 

have  i  guilt,  and  leave  it  to 

your  :  as  you  think  proper.     I  am 

.  tbmit  to  thi  ik. try."   . 

He  ended.    A  \  ■   ft    fame  time.     At  length,  faid  he, 

"you  mofi  for  the  prefent  remain  my  prifoner.  I  will  confider 
what  is  belt  to  be  clone.  Ill  as  you  deferve  life  at  my  hands, 
yet  if  I  find  your  penitence  to  be  f:*  cere,  your  punifhment  will 

d  accordingly. ,J     He  then  quitted  the  room,  leaving 

f  guarded  as      d  The  trampling  of  horfes   feet  drew 

tc the  window;    .  -  ire  joy,  he  fa vv  his  faithful 

difmount,  covered  with  duft.     He   ran  haftily  to  meet 

him,  and  interrogated  him  as  to  the  caufe  of  his  fpeed.     AI- 

^■eathlefs  with  apprehension,  he  exclaimed,  "  How  is  my 

.  ,\:"— {'  Safe  enough,  for  aught  I  know,''  re- 

_•-:..;/.     "  For  aught  you  know!"  echoed    Mphonfo  in- 

"  What  mean  you  '•" — "I   mean.''  rejoined   I 
og  Sgnificantly,  "  wit  n   to  your  honour's  irn- 

:  at  I  have  had  .  :   elfe  to  think   of  befide 

madam  Julia,  dearly  as  me  is  beloved  by  your  honour  and  my- 
felf."  Mphonjb  was  irritated  beyond  meafure.  u  How  dare 
you,  infolent  fellow! :'  and  his  arm  was  uplifted  ;  but  he  was 
iropt  by  Fillip,  who lifting  up  his  arm  with  one  hand,  while  he 
the  ether  haftily  into  his  pocket,  exclaimed,  "  Stop,  ft  op, 
my  dear  good  mafter.  Don't  put  yourfelf  in  a  raffion.  Firft 
look  at  that,"  giving  him  a  m  "and  I  am  fur.e  you 

will  not  be  angry  long."  pened  it.     "  Heavens  and 

earth  !"'  cried  he,  "  what  do  I  behold: — The  portrait  of  my 
mother  !     How  came  you  by  it?-" — "  That/'  f.  exul- 

tiugly,  M  you   v..  .  :  juainted  with  in  good  time  ;  but,  at 

prefent,  i  am  fo  confounded  hungry,  that  I  cannot  pofiibly 
begin  fo  long  a  ftory  till  I  have  fatisfied  the  cravings  of  nature  : 
fo,  my  good  mafter,  the  fooner  the  better  ;  mean  while  you 
may  amufe  yourfelf  by  contemplating  the  features  of  that  fweet 
lady."  Aiplionfo  could  not  help  fouling  at  his  hone  ft  i: 
tinence.  4i  Really,  P/aJip"  faid  he,  <:  you  are  very  infolent  to 
trifle  thus  with  my  feelings;" — "  Not  at  all,  my  dear  mailer  ; 
do  but  c^rf:  ler  how  you  are  trifling  with  mine.  I  have  not 
tatted  a  morfel  of  food  thefe  lix-and-thirty  hours,  and  have 
rode  poft  all  the  time;  and  you  cannot  have  pity  enough  to 
refcrve  your  impatience  till  I  have  made  my  meal." 
found  it  vain  to  contend;  he  therefore  directed  him  where  to 
find  fome  bread  and  ham,  of  which,  with  ion  offeree 

wine.  ?';.'/  made  a  rooft  excellent  repaft,  and  liked  it  fo  well, 
that  he  tired  ,  "s  patience  to  the  utmoft  extent;  which  at 
laft  he  grat  giving  the  ...t  of.  his  expe- 

dition : — 
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"  I  conduced  Julia  fefe  to  the  baron's.  He  received  her 
with  tranfports,  and  bellowed  numberlefs  bleffings  upon  you 
for  your  honourable  conduct.  He  entertained  me  with  libe- 
rality, and  defircd  you  would  haften  with  all  poffible  fpeed  to 
receive  your  reward  ;  then  difmiffed  me  with  a  handfome  pre- 
fent.  I  rode  at  3  moft  furious  rate  for  lbme  miks,  till  both  my- 
felf and  horfe  were  thoroughly  fatigued.  I  looked  round  me, 
and  perceived  that  I  had  miffed  the  be3ten  track  in  my  hurry, 
and  bad  purfued  one  which  led  to  quite  a  different  path.  Nighty 
grew  on  apace.  I  feared  to  return,  left  I  fhould  involve  myfelf 
ftill  further  in  the  intricacies  of  the  path.  As  I  looked  round 
and  round,  I  thought  I  law  a  faint  light  glimmering  through  the 
hedge  :  I  looked  over,  and  found  I  was  not  deceived  ;  but  how 
to  find  the  fpot,  was  the  greateft  difficulty.  I  however  deter- 
mined, let  what  would  be  the  event,  to  proceed  forward.  I 
fpurred  my  horfe,  and  went  onward.  I  foon  found  myfelf  at 
the  entrance  of  a  kind  of  cave,  at  the  farther  end  of  which  I 
law  a  lamp  hung,  which  no  doubt  was  the  light  of  which  I  was 
in  purfuit.  I  was  at  a  lofs  whether  to  enter  or  not.  Perhaps, 
thought  I,  it  is  the  quarters  of  fome  of  the  banditti  with  which 
this  place  is  infefted.  Upon  fecond  confideration,  I  alighted ; 
and  tying  my  horfe  to  a  tree,  liftened  attentively  at  the  mouth 
of  the  cave.  I  heard  a  low  murmuring  voice,  feemingly  in 
prayer.  *  Oh,  ho!J  laid  1  to  myfelf,  [  there  is  no  harm  here; 
ban  i: tri  never  pray.'  So  I  muftered  up  all  my  courage,  and 
entered  a  kind  of  chamber,  rudely  hewn  out  of  the  rock.  At 
the  further  end  was  a  bed,  or  pallet,  upon  which  lay  a  venerable 
looking  man.  He  held  his  beads  in  his  hands,  which  were 
ciafped  together.  He  did  not  perceive  me  for  fome  time  ;  when 
he  did,  he  feemed  rather  ftartled;  but  recovering  himfelf, 
ftretched  out  his  hand,  faying,  *  come  hither,  my  fon.  I  have 
not  beheld  one  of  my  fellow  creatures  for  fo  long  a  time,  that 
the  fight  of  you  rather  alarmed  me  ;  but  fure  providence  fent 
you  to  me  at  this  critical  moment,  to  eafe  my  mind  of  a  fecret 
which  I  feared  would  die  with  me.  Yo!  have  an  honeft  coun- 
tenance.' You  fee,  fir/'  faid  Philips  interrupting  his  ftory, 
"the  old  man  had  not  forgot  to  compliment.  'However,  I 
think,'  <?ontinued  he,  '  I  can  confide  in  you/  I  a Mured  him, 
that  I  |^d  do  whatever  was  in  my  power  to  affift  him.  *  I 
am  now,^p  the  hermit,  *  paft  all  human  afliitance.  I  feel 
the  hour  of  my  diifolutiy  ties  feft.     Liftcn  then  atten- 

tively to  what  I  am  about*^  relate.  It  is  now,  as  near  as  I  can 
calculate,  .  re  months  and  fome  odd  weeks,  that,  as  I 

was  at  my  evening  oraifons,  I  heard  a  deep  figh,  not  many 
yards  from  me.  I  rofe  immediately,  and  haftened  to  the  en- 
trance of  the  cave,  where  I  found  a  woman  lying  on  the  earth. 
Her  dr-i's   was  rent  in  m.i  ly  places,  and    1  ;  arms, 

:.!te,  were  terribly  fcratcbed.  I  en- 
deavoured, to  raife  her  from  'he-  ground;  me  had  apparently 
■fainted  fr ...  fatigue  and  long  raiting,  for  her  body  was 


22  De  C0URV1LLE    CASTLE, 

worn  to  a  merefkeleton.  My  efforts  at  laft  fncceeded,  and  [ 
.  ~  brought  her  into  my  retreat.'  My  fcanty  fare  of  bread  and 
water  was  all  I  had  to  offer  her.  AJasl  it  was  but  poor  nou- 
rifhrnent  for  one  in  her  lituatian  ;  fhe,  however,  ale  and  dram; 
greedily.  I^reya&fd'iipon  her  to  lie  dov.  n  upon  my  bed,  and 
I  fat  up  .in  my  Old  wooden  chair.  Her  ftrcngth  was  totally  ex- 
haufted,  and  nature  demanded  reft.  She  fiept  for  a  few  hours, 
and  awoke  much  better.  She  then  told  me  a  tale  of  horror, 
which  I  am  bound  never  to  reveal,  and  entreated  me  to  direct 
her  to  fome  place  where  fhe  might  reft  in  fafety.  I  directed  her, 
in  the  beft  manner  I  was  able,  to  the  convent  of  St.  Agnes.  I 
would  have  conducted  her  thither  myielf ;  but  1  am  too  feeble 
to  walk  ten  yards.  She  thanked  me  in  the  molt  exprcilive  man- 
ner, and  departed  in  tears.  Some  time  after  ihe  was  gone,  I 
chanced  to  walk  to  the  mouth  of  my  cave.  As  I  paffed,  I 
thought  I  few  fomcthing  glitter.  I  fcooped  for  it,  and  picked 
up  the  picture  which  I  now  give  you.'  He  then  took  this  very 
miniature  from  under  his  pillow.  *  l  foon  perceived,'  conti- 
nued the  hermit,  *  that  it  was  the  refemblance  pf  herfelf.  I 
have  never  been  able  to  get  it  conveyed  to  her  fince.  What  I 
•e^uci;  of  you  is,  that  you  v.  ill  go  to  the  convent,  and  find  her 
out,  which  yc.u  eafily  will  by  ihe  miniature,  and  beg  her  to  re- 
member poor  father  .V/V  ,;<..'  The  poor  old  man  was  quite 
fpe»t.  I  promifed  to  fulfil  his  requelt.  You  may  guefs,  fir, 
with  what  joy  ]  executed  it.  The  poor  hermit  diet  not  outlive 
[hat  ni^ht.  I  left  his  corpfe  where  it  was,  and  haftened  to  the 
convent.  I  flowed  the  picture  at  the  gate,  and  eafily  gained 
admittance  to  my  dear  miitrefs.  She,  poor  foul !  did  not  know 
irie.  I  related  my  meffage,  and  delivered  the  picture.  The 
neeeSfery  care  was  taken  to  inter  the  body  of  father  Michael,  I 
then  proceeded  to  make  myfelf  known.  The  dear  lady  was 
alinoft  frantic.  She,  with  tranfport,  fent  me  forward  to  you, 
and  bade  me  tell  you  Ihe  dies  with  imp.. tiei.ee  to  embrace  her 
jon.  So  away  I  fied,  at  the  hazard  o:  my  neck,  to  relate  the 
joyful  tidings.'   Thu&  ends  my  ftory." 

Great  as  was  the  icy  of  Alpr.oiUo  at  the  pigTpect  of  being  once 
more  enfolded  in  the  arms  of  his  mother,  his  fatisfaetion  re- 
al fome  allay,  from  the  uncertainty  he  was  in  refusing  his 
Father.     "But,  alas!"  laid  he  to  himfelf,  "  cou^yj  but  be 
found,  my  happinefs  would  be  complete.     MyJK$cpuld  not 


fail  to  meet  their  approbation,  &Nk±>\\x  union  wfraid  be  fane 
where,  my  good  friend,   is  the  Convent  of  St,,  Agnes   fitu 


tioned  by  the  blefiingof  our  parenta^*-  Then  turning  to  P/.v7//>, 


ated  >"— •<  It  is  in  Lunguedoc"'  Jnfwered  Philip.  "  I  will  fet 
out  at  day-break,"  rejoined  Mphonfo.  "  Oh,  blefs  your  foul!" 
cried  P/iilip,  eagerly,  "  it  is  full  two  days  journey  from  hence. 
You  cannot  poffibly  go  unattended.  You  will  furely  take  me 
with  you." — '*  Impoiiibie,"  cried  J/p\o.j'i,  "your  prefence  is 
absolutely  indifpenfable  at  the  caftle.  \ou  mud:  guard  our  pri- 
mer till  my  return;  bclide  attending  to  the  -workmen  who  are 


'.rcu 


&   GOTHIC    STO  29 

to  be  employed  in  repairing  the  cattle  for  the  reception  of  the 
counted  my  mother."  FhiUp  was  very  mu^h  difplealed  at  thir 
•  ement,  "  I  would  give  now,"  cried  he  peevifhlyV' 
« — aw,  1  would  give  my  very  bed  doublet  to  witneis  the 
meeting.  But,  there  now  !  that  is  always  the  way." — <*4J. ■.•i.V.v," 
laid  Mpkonfoy  fmilingi  "  I  am  gratified  by  your  fidelity;  butiure 
you  are  very  regardlefs  of  your  own  intereif,  to  be  fo  little  elated 
at  the  profpect  of  your  preferment.'* — "  Hang  preferment  \u 
replied  he,  «  I  would  rather  follow  you,  was  it  to  the  end  of 
the  world,  than — but  who  in  the  name  of  wonder  comes  here  :  ' 
and,  without  adding  a  word,  he  quitted  the  room  precipitate- 
ly ;  but  prcfently  returned  with  a  letter,  which  he  ttill  retained 
in  his  ham!,  examining  the  fu  per  fcription  with  great  attention. 
"By  our  bkfTed  lady!"  relumed  he,  «•  here  is  feme  news. 
Pray,  St.  JtwmS,  our  lady  "fnlia  be  well ;  for  it  was  brought  by 
my  old  friend  Bedro.  Bjt  I  did  not  f:op  to  afk  queftions  ;  and 
in  re  J.  am,  it  is  a  woman's  U<\r.c-  he  uurle's,  mayhap. " 

Itnpatitrit   at    h:s  long  harangue,  Alp  i     bed  the  paper 

from   his  hand,   broke  the  feal  with  ea"gej»eifs,  and  read   as 
follows  :— 

u,  Alphonfo,  condemn  you*  Julia  for  thp.s  breaking 
:gl:  the  boiiqeh  qf propriety  prefcri.  -\i  oarfex,  in  thus  addrefjing 
you  f — No.  I  a.n  a  tain  the  mlhft  f  him  1  zyriie  to  is  fuperior  to 
fo  weak  a  prejudice.     WRy  Jhould'tjip  fejitimmts  c 
virtuous  be  concealed  f  Mine  is  favour  of  sou  I  will  nt  i 
acknowiedgt  :  Bui  why  havey  I  can   ;.,  zuill 

not  beii(fJe.r 

•      .'  the  hours  of  pain.     Perhaps  mj ;  zoo  off.* 

ciou<  care  exaggerates  the  cdufe.     Tarldon  the  mifplaced  %ea%     Oh. 
Alphonfo!  great  jox   avails  \ou.     Dqes   not  jour  bean  i  . 

Tour  father   li^es.     If,  as  I  truf,  you  are  impatient  to 

':1m,  hoflc  hither  j  for  here  he  is  to  be  founl.     Tes,  Alphonfo, 

r.L  is  ..ere.  and  looks  with  ajfe8<  on  o-  your  Julia,  calls  her  hi;  dearly 

beloved  daughter.     Fly,  then,  vpo*    the  wings  of  love  and  duty. 

V.rc  ai  t  for  the  return  oft  !:e  courier.     Detain  turn  .v.  . 

•     •       "    -  Hif\  of  '  ...  nd  difpatch  him  to 

yourfalrjul  JuL!A  D£   StaiVville/> 

Alphonfo  perufed  the  letter  in  exftai'y,  and  immediately  or- 
dered the   meileDger  into  his  prefence  ;  and,  after  rewarding 
him  handibmely,  difinifTed  him  v.ith  a  note,  purporting  thai: 
he  was  well,  and  that  he  dehgned  to  fet  out  immediately  for 
.  Dc  'Stainvule  Caftlr.     i  ported  with  joy,  when  Al- 

communicated  to  nimthe  purpcrrt  cf  the  letter.  "  Now  " 
laid  he,  exultingly,  "  I  !hali  fee  my  dear  old  matter  again.  How 
wlU  he  wonder  to  lee  me  !  Oh,  what  joy  there  will  be  in  rav 
dear  miftrefs  too  !  Sure,  you  will  rj<  e  :    Now  you  fee. 

my  dear,  dear  matter,  Felix  has  told  you  the  truth  ;  io  you  may 
truit  him  with  the  ticwardfhip  ;  for  I  do  not  care  a  fig  about  it.'' 
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Alpbonfo  was  rather  averfe  to  the  meafure,  ;>s  he  deemed  it  an 
encouragement  to  vice;  but  to  lattery  his  faithful  iervart,  be 
with  forne  difiatisfaclion  contented. 

After  leaving  the  neceffary  orders,  they  departed,  and  rode 
forward  with  the  utmoft  difpatch,  hardly' allowing  themfelves 
time  for  the  necefTary  reft  or  refrefhment.  About  noon  the 
following  day  they  arrived  at  the  convent.  After  ringing  the 
bell,  the  fuperior  attended,  and  conducting  them  into  the  re- 
fectory, requeued  them  to  wait  the  coming  of  the  noviciate. 
After  a  fhort  period  of  anxious  fufpenfe,  the  door  opened,  and 
Alphonjo  found  himfelf  encircled  in  the  embraces  of  his  mother. 
Years  of  forrow  had  deprived  her  cheeks  of  the  rofe^  which 
gave  the  finifh  to  beauty  ;  grief  and  misfortune  had  broughf  on 
a  premature  old  age  ;  and  her  figure,  though  wan  and  ema- 
ciated, Xt: ill  retained  elegance  and  dignity.  Her  interefting  ap- 
pearance deeply  affected  Alphottjb,  while  her  cheeks  glowed  with 
rapture  and  dtlight  at  beholding  fuch  a  fon.  Mutual  explana- 
tions enfued.  A'p'.ofifo  informed  her  of  the  death  of  his  uncle. 
tl  Unfortunate  man  !"  faid  the  counted.  "  May  he  be  pardoned 
for  all  his  crimes  !  I  fincerely  forgive  him.  But,  oh,  my  huf- 
band  !  JUfhonfa  would  have  fct  forward  immediately  t'er  the 
chateau  ;  but  the  countefs  rtftrained  him.  "  Ah,  no,  my  fon! 
Do  not,  by  your  affectionate  zeal,  endanger  your  own  life.  Let 
us  defer  our  departure  till  to-morrow  ;  for  think,  my  Alfhonfo, 
after  all  my  misfortunes,  fhould  I  lofe  you,  happinefs  would 
no  more  vifit  your  poor  mother. "  In  compliance  with  her 
defire,  Alp!.o>;fo  took  his  leave,  and  procured  3t  an  hotel  ac- 
commodations for  himfelf  and  P/i/ipy  and  in  the  morning,  hav- 
ing obtained  a  carriage  for  their  conveyance,  he  returned  to  the 
convent. 

His  mother  was  prepared  to  receive  him ;  and  after  taking 
an  affectionate  leave  of  the  lady  ahbefs,  and  rewarding  her 
with  a  hamlfcme  prefent,  took  leave  of  the  filters,  and  v.  as  ufh- 
ered  into  the  carriage  by  her  fon.  Philip  meeting  them  here, 
fet  forward  to  inform  the  baron  of  their  approach. 

As  they  came  near  the  caftle,  the  fpirits  of  the  countefs 
funk :  and  when  they  ftopt  at  the  gates,  her  agitation  was  fo 
great  that  ihe  fainted,  and  was  conveyed  by  Alphonft  into  the 
parlour.  She  foon  revived  :  and  on  opening  her  eyes,  beheld 
the  affectionate  Jul  a  leaning  over  her  with  mingled  emotions 
of  fuvprife  and  concern.  Alphonfr  entered  the  room,  accompa- 
nied by  a  gentleman,  and  the  baron,  who  no  fooner  beheld  the 
countefs  than  be  funk  lifekfs  into  the  arms  of  his  fon,  which 
were  extended  to  receive  him.  The  countefs  fprang  to  him, 
exclaiming,  «' My  lord!  myhufnand!  He  opened  hib  eyes; 
and  fixing  them  on  her,  4'  My  RofUia!"  faid  be,  "  is  it  indeed 
you?  Nature  furely  cannot  fupport  this  exctfs  of  joy.— My 
fen!"  to  AJphonfo,  taking  a  hand  of  each.  "  Oh,  my  parent6, 
may  this  interview  be  a  happy  one.  Receive  the  congratula- 
tion* of  your  Alp-mfo,  and  beftow  upon  him  your  bleflir*  " 
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He  "knelt  down,  and  was  embraced,  by  turns,  by  his  delighted 

parent?.     Nor  was  Philip  deficient  in  expreffions  of  joy.     His 

grateful   heart   overflowed  with  rapture,    as  he  received  the 

-  of  [he  cunt  and  counteis  for  flifi  fidelity. 

Tranquility  being  reftored,  curiofity  fucceeded:  and  each 
being  anxious  to  know  what  had  befallen  the  other,  the  count 
thus  began  : — 

«  For  fome  days  after  I  had  quitted  the  caJHe  in  the  difguife 
Felix  h?.  J  provided  me  with,  I  continued  to  wander  as  fecretly 
a3  poTible  about  the  grounds,  in  hope?  of  gaining  a  tranfient 
glimpfe  of  my  Rofalie.  Dtftra&ed  at  the  failure  of  my  plan,  I 
feveral  times  meditated  openly  bidding  defhnceto  my  inhuman 
brother;  but  again  I  was  reft  rained  by  the  tremendous  oath  I 
had  taken,  and  which  not  the  profped  of  inftant  annihilation 
could  induce  me  to  break.  Defpairing  at  hngth  of  again  feeing 
my  adored  wife,  and  forced  by  the  preffing  calls  of  nature  to 
feek  for  iu  fr.cn  ance,  I  quitted  the  wood,  and  wandered,  unknow- 
ing whither  till,  exhaufted  with  fatigue  and  grief,  I  funk,  almoft 
in  my  laft  agonies,  upon  the  earth.  Some  peafants  palTmg,  and 
perceiving  my  fituation,  humanely  proffered  their  affiftance. 
They  conveyed  me  to  their  homely  cottage,  and  nourifhed  me 
with  the  produce  of  their  boneft  labour.  Their  kindnefs  was 
but  ill  repaid;  a  dangerous  fever  feized  me,  and  confined  me, 
an  expenfive  burthen  upon  their  hands.  Alas!  how  often  have 
I  prayed  for  a  termination  of  my  wretched  exiitence!  Ire- 
covered  flowly;  and  with  what  trifling  property  I  had  in  my 
pockec  rewarded  my  charitable  benefaftors,  who,  gratified  and 
aftonifhed  at  my  liberality,  followed  me  with  their  bleffing.  To 
divert  the  anguifh  of  my  mind,  I  undertook  a  pilgrimage  to 
•,.  My  food  by  the  way  was  fonie  milk  which  I  procured 
from  the  kind  gontherds,  and  fome  coarfe  bread  with  which 
they  fupplied  me.     The  fun  wa  ring  beneath  the  hori- 

zon, when  f  one  evening  t       -  If  on  the  ground,  and  tak- 

ing fr  ;  to  mrikc  nay  (canty  meal, 

which  I  foftened  with  my  tears,  and  indulged  myfeif  in  giving 
full  vent  to  my  grief.  The  ftiilnefs  of  the  fcene  around  me  con- 
tributed to  tranquillize  my  mind  mure  than  it  had  admitted  of 
for  fome  time  pait.  I  envied  the  lot  ot  the  apparently  h3ppy 
labourers ;  and  comparing  their  Rate  with  mine,  how  agonifmg 
was  the  comparifon.  My  thoughts  were,  however,  loon  di- 
verted from  my  own  forrow?.  by  the  rufiling  of  leaves  behind 
me,  and  a  voice  exclaiming,  «  help,  help  1'  J  caft  my  eyes  around, 
but  could  not  perceive  any  thing.  Again  the  fame  words  were 
more  diftinclly  repeated,  though  in  a  more  feeble  voice.  I 
ftarted  from  my  feat,  fought  the  fpot  from  whence  the  found 
proceeded,  and  difcovered  lying  in  a  deep  valley,  fome  paces 
dfftant,  a  venerable  figure.  I  endeavoured  to  raife  him,  but  my 
efforts  evidently  gave  him  pain.  I  was  at  laft  fuccef>ful,  and  I 
affifted  him  to  the  fpot  from  which  I  had  rifen.  The  hermit 
ffr.r  fnrh  I  conjectured  him  to  be)  renewed  his  acknowledge- 
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ir.ents  as  focn  as  the  power  of  articulation  was  reftored. 
entreated  1  would  affift  him  to  his  cave,  to  which  he  mowed 
the  way.  I  complied,  and  was  forry  to  find  that  his  attempt 
to  walk  increafed  the  fprain  which'  he  had  given  his  ankle. 
<  Alas!'  faid  he.  as  we  proceeded,  <  what  poor  weak  creatures 
we  are.  But  for  your  fortunate  arrival,  I  fhould  in  all  proba- 
bility have  ex]  ired.'  I  felt  happy  in  his  fociety ;  the  benignity 
of  hi,-  c  fibly  inter- 

ested me,  and  won  rac  fr.  m  my  v.e'agrced 

to  fhare  our  fare?  together 5  and  I,  with  no  fmall  fatisfe 
took  up  my  abode  with  the  venetal  .     We  each,  in 

turn.-.  r  ■,  and  procured  from  its 

ce.     I  continued,  in 
his  ibeiety.  to  drag  c  .  ths  of  con  tranquillity* 

until  the  death  of  my  acred 

cony.  apoplectic  fit,  and  expired 

in  our  ceil.  The  fight  of  his  cold  remains,  and  the  drearinefs 
of  the  folitnde,  which  I  was  neverthelefs  averfe  to  quit,  preyed 
upon  my  mind,  and  brought  on  an  intermitting  delirium,  which 
ieerned  daily  to  iriereale.  All  the  fatlsfadtion  I  enjoyed  was  in 
holding  convert  ;  ofed)  wife,  and 

afluring  her  of  the  hafte  J  her.     In  one  of 

thefe  pafoxyltas  I  was  intruded  upon  by  the  worthy  baron,  to 
whom  I  owe  all  my  preient  felicity — a  felicity  which  amply 
repays  all  my  paft  fufferings." 

Thus  ended  the  cou.it  a  recital  which,  from  the  intereft  his 
auditors  took  in  his  fate,  could  not  but  greatly  affecl  their  fen- 
y.  Unwilling;  to  give  further  fcope  to  gloomy  retrofpec- 
tions,  the  relation  of  the  countefs's  adventures  was  deferred 
till  another  opportunity  ;  and  the  remainder  of  that  evening 
—ployed  in  am  -  heir  future  plans,  among  which 
the  union  c  ill  im- 

portance.    The  with- 

hold their  c  mfent  ;  and  the  ban  ain  renewed  his, 

fmce  every  obftacle  thai  peded  it  was  happily 

removed.     After  an  evening  paft  in  tl  jmeftic  felicity, 

they  each   f  ts,  to  enjoy  a 

repofe   undiikirbed  by  care.     They  next   morning 

cheerful  and  happy  ;  and,  at  their  united  requeft,  the  countefs 
commenced  her  recital : — 

"  I  am  confident,"  faid  fhe,  addreffmg  the  count,  "  I  need 
not  attempt  to  defcribe  the  emotions  I  experienced  on  receiving 
the  account  of  your  death,  which  our  dear  Alphor.Jo  has  already 
explained.  By  your  own  feelings,  you  may  judge  of  mine. 
The  purpofe  of  Fernando  was,  however,  defeated;  fcrthe  idea 
of  your  being  no  more,  ferved  to  ftrengthen  rather  than  abate 
my  averfion  to  him.  I  fpurned  his  propofals  of  an  honourable 
alliance  ;  and,  with  horror  and  deteftation  in  my  looks,  ac- 
cufed  him  of  your  murder,  and  demanded  juftice.  He  turned 
pale:  his  lips  quivered.    "Tie  well,  madam,'  exclaimed  he; 
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'you  may,  perhaps,  repent  this  conduct.    I  now  leave  to  your 
choice;  either  accept  my  hand,  my  heart,  and  fortune,  or  a 
prifon  for  life.'     I  fmiled  contempt uoufly,  and  hefitated  not  to 
prefer  the  latter.     His  fury  was  indefcribablc,  and  he  took  fpe- 
cial  care  to  embitter  my  choice  with  the  moft  poignant  anguifh. 
My  infant  was  torn  from  my  arms,  and  I  left  in  total  ignorance 
of  his  fate.     Day  after  day  I  was  vifited  by  my  inhuman  jailer, 
and  my  child  offered  as  the  reward  of  my  compliance  with  his 
wifhes.     What  a  trial  !     I  have  fince  wondered  how  my  reafon 
held  under  fuch  complicated  mifery.     But  for  the  kind  atten- 
tion of  my  faithful  Junette,  I  fhould  inevitably  have  funk  under 
the  accumulation   of  diftrefs  which  I  endured.     The  wretch, 
fearful  that  even  her  foothing  might  contribute  to  ftrengthen 
my  refolution  againft  him,  caufed  her  to  be  forced  from  me, 
and  confined  in  a  feparate  apartment.     He  regularly  brought 
me  my  allotted  portion  of  food,  and  continued  to  perfecute 
me  with  his    abhorred   propofals.     Driven    to  defperation,  I 
{hould  certainly  have  put  a  period  to  my  miferable  exigence, 
had  the  means  been  in  my  power.     I  was  referved  for  a  better 
fate.     I  had  thrown  myfelf  one  day  upon  my  knees,  imploring 
heaven  to  relieve  me,  when  I  wasroufed  from  my  devotion  by 
a  noife  at  the  further  end  of  the  room;  and  before  I  could  dif- 
tinguiih  the  fpot  from  whence  it  proceeded,  beheld  Junette  at 
my  fide.     She  entreated  me  not  to  be  alarmed  ;  and  pointing  to 
an  aperture  in  the  wainfcot,  caufed  by  a  Aiding  pannel  through 
which  {he  had  entered,  entreated  me  to  change  dreffes  with 
her.    Ignorant  of  her  intentions,  I  acquiefced;  after  which  fhe 
defired  me  to  fecure  whatever  1  had  left  of  vahie,  and  follow 
her  in  filence.     All  I  had  was  a  few  jewels  then  in  my  pocket, 
and  my  mother's  picture.     I  immediately  followed  her  through 
the  pannel,  and  proceeded  along  a  dark  narrow  paffage,  almoft 
breathlefs  with  agitation.     She  fuddenly  flopped  ;  and  flojpinn- 
to  the  ground,  entreated  me  to  affift  her  in  railing  a  trap-door^ 
by  means  of  a  ring  faftened  to  it.    We  fucceeded,  and  defcended 
a  winding  flight  of  (lone  fteps,  fo  much  impaired  by  time  as  to 
render  them  almoft  impaffable.     T  trembled  violently,  and  fol- 
lowed her  with  the  greater!  difficulty.     She  entreated  me  to 
exert  all  my  refolution,  by  which  means  alone  I  could  pofiibly 
effecl:  my  efcape.     We  reached  the  bottom,  and  I  found  myfelf 
in  a  large  vaulted  chamber,  the  clamp  of  which  was  fo  exceffive 
that  water  dripped  from  the  roof  in  many  places,  and  the  noi- 
iome  air  of  the  place  almoft  overcame  me.     I  entreated  Junette 
to  itop  a  little  ;  and  feated  myfelf,  almoft  incapable  of  proceed- 
ing, on  a  broken  fragment  of  ftone.     «  For  heaven's  fake,  7#- 
netted  exclaimed  I,  '  when  did  you  difcover  this  fubterraneous 
parage?'— '  I  will  acquaint  you,  madam/  faid  fhe,  featingher- 
felf  by  my  fide,  '  as  we  are  now  in  a  place  of  fafety  for  the  pre- 
fent.    You  may  perhaps  recollect  that  it  was  from  count  Fer» 
nando's  recommendation  that  you  firft  took  me  into  your  fer- 
vice  ',  but  I  believe  you  are  ignorant  how  unworthy  I  was  of 
D  3 
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your  kindnefs.  You  feem  furpri fed,  madam.  1  have  no  longer 
any  concealments  from  you.  All  I  can  fay  in  my  vindication 
is,  that  I  have  ever  had  the  moft  lincere  attachment  to  you.  I 
early  fell  a  victim  to  the  fed ucing  arts  of  Fernando.  In  confe- 
quence  of  my  imprudence  I  was  renounced  by  my  poor  mother, 
■who  fell  a  facrifice  to  her  daughter's  crime.  Deluded  by  a 
promife  of  marriage,  I  fought  my  betrayer,  informed  him  of 
my  lituation,  and  entreated  him  to  procure  me  fome  place  of 
fecurity.  He  no  more  deceived  me  with  falfe  promifes ;  but 
told  me,  that  if  I  could  obtain  any  place  during  my  approach- 
ing illnefs,  I  fhould  then  be  received  as  an  attendant  upon  his 
fifter-in-law,  whom  he  reprefented  as  a  worthy  and  amiable 
lady.  Indeed,  madam,  I  little  knew  his  dcfigns  upon  you  at 
that  time.  But  I  fear  I  tire  your  patience.  My  lifter  received 
me,  where  I  ftaid  th*  neceffary  time.  My  child  died,  and  I 
was  received  by  you,  as  Fernando  had  planned.  How  faith- 
fully 1  have  ferved  you,  I  am  now  about  to  prove.  He  took 
me  from  you,  as  you  know,  and  confined  me  in  a  fmall  apart- 
ment adjoining  his  own,  the  door  of  which  was  concealed  by  a 
portrait  of  hirnfelf;  and  he  did  not  think  I  knew  of  any  other 
communication.  Fortunately,  I  was  acquainted  with  the  paf- 
fage  which,  without  flairs,  goes  upon  a  gradual  afcent  to  the 
apartment  where  you  were  confined ;  the  entrance  to  it  was 
made  of  black  crape,  and  fixed  fo  artificially  as  to  appear 
nothing  more  than  the  back  of  the  chimney." 

Alphonfj  here  explained  this  to  be  the  myfteriou3  paffage 
which  he  had  found  in  his  fearch  with  Philip,  and  which  had 
hitherto  fo  much  perplexed  him.  The  countefs  then  pro- 
ceeded :  — 

•*  Through  this  paiTage/  continued  Junette,  f  I  groped  upon 
my  hands  and  knees,  at  a  time  when  I  knew  his  daily  vifit 
to  me  would  not  take  place  for  fome  time.  I  had  proceeded 
a  considerable  way,  when  my  hand  ftnicft  again  ft  the  large 
ring  which  fecures  the  trap-door.  I  pulled  with  all  my  ftrength; 
my  efforts  were  attended  with  fuccefs,  and  I  difcovered  this 
foot.  Farther  on  is  a  burial  place,  the  iron  gate  of  which  if 
with  my  afiiftance  you  can  climb,  you  may  make  your  efcape 
into  the  wood  without  being  difcovered.  My  drefs  will  effectu- 
ally difguife  you ;  and  if  you  keep  the  path  to  the  right,  it  will 
lead  yoo  to  the  cottage  where  my  fitter  dwells ;  and  fhe  will 
put  you  in  a  method  to  difcover  an  afylum.'  I  demanded  why 
me  would  not  accompany  me.  Tears  filled  her  eyes.  *  No, 
madam,'  fhe  replied,  '  you  will  be  much  better  able  to  efcape 
alone;  befide  which,  I  hope,  by  Raying,  to  awaken  remorfe  in 
count  Fernanda,  and  perhaps  influence  him  to  do  me  juftice. 
If  not,  I  have  no  wifh  but  to  die  oy  his  hands.'  All  my  re- 
mon'trai-ces  againft  this  ftrange  refolution  were  ineffectual;  fhe 
was  determined  to  return,  Poor  girl!  I  fincerely  lament  her 
untimely  fate.  She  conducted  me  to  the  gate  in  the  wood, 
which  with  fome  difficulty  i  climbed.     I  embraced  her  af" 
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tionately,  and  we  parted  for  ever.     T  purfued  the  path  fhe  had 
pointed  out,  and  fled  with  all  the  fwiftnefs  in  my  power,  look- 
ing back  every  moment  in  fear  of  a  purfuit.     I  reached  the 
cottage  about  funfet;  all  was  profoundly  ftill;  the  doors  «"nd 
windows  were  old,  and  the  mofs  growing  on  the  thremold  too 
fatally  indicated  that  it  was  uninhabited.     I  pufhed  the  door 
with   my  feeble  hands;  it  opened,  and  the  bare  wall/  mowed 
the  extent  of  my  misfortunes.     I  flung  myfelf,  overcome  with 
fatigue  and  difappointment,  upon  the  floor,  3nd  in  that  deplo- 
rable ftate  would  have  welcomed  death  as  a  friend.     I  had,  ac- 
cording to  my  own  calculation,  already  travelled  fix  miles,  and 
was  incapable  of  proceeding  further,  even  to  feek  a  fhelter  for 
the    night.     In  the  morning  I  again  commenced   my  folitary 
way,  unknowing  whither;  nor  could  the  urgency  of  my  fili- 
ation overcome  my  dread  of  purfuit.     Every  footftep  or  car- 
riage I  heard  approaching,  I  hurried  out  of  the  way,  heeding 
neither  hedges  nor  ditches  as  obftacles.     How  I  fupported  the 
fatigue,  is  incredible;  it  proves  what  the  human  frame  is  ca- 
pable of  enduring  when  excited  by  necefiity.     I  was  on  the 
point  of  expiring,  when  I  reached  the  cave  of  the  venerable 
father  already  defcribed,  and  where  our  good  P/.//./  firft  gained 
intelligence  of  me.     His  kindnefs  preferved   my  life.     When 
purfaing  his  directions  I  reached  the  convent    of  St.  Mtnto\  I 
eafily  procured  admiffion.     My  rank  and  misfortunes  won'the 
heart  of  the  amiable  mother,  and  fhe  treated  me  with  the  ten- 
dered care.     My  hopes,  though  vague,  of  again  feeing  my  fon, 
induced  me  for  a  long  time  to  refi£  herearnut  entreaties  to 
become  one  of  the  fifterhood ;  till,  ovrtcome   by  her  penua- 
fions,  I  at  length  confenred ;  fortunately,  I  had  fo  long  with- 
ftood  her  folicitations.     I  muft  not,  however,   omit  to  fay,  that 
the  k>fs  of  my  mother's  portrait  was  conf.dered  by  me  as  the 
s-ieateft  of  misfortunes;    it  has.  neverthelefs,  ultimately  tended 
to  reftore  me  to  this  dear  circle." 

The  couutefs  ceafed.  and  received  the  congratulations  of  the 
party,  who  were  mutually  delighted  Tit  the  eclair c'ijfcnunt .  They 
all  joined  in  lament  irifi  the  fate  cf  the  unfortunate  jbuutt&i  and 
-,  who  had  been  an  old  pretender  to  her  favour,  v  as  fo 
much  concerned,  that  he  vowed  never  again  to  think  any  more 
of  matrimony. 

The  not  object  of  their  care  was  the  plans  for  their  future 
eftablilhment.  Alphonffi&xlA  rjui.a  were  publicly  betrothed  to 
each  other,  and  it  was  aortal  th:-.t  the  whole  party  mould  re- 
turn to  Dt  'Tr.vra.'V.v  Cmjfle,  for  the  purpofe  cf  Tokmnizing  their 
nuptials.  This  plan  was  can-red  into  execution.  The  happy 
and  amiable  pair  were  united,  and  received  tie  lull  reward  of 
their  filial  piety  in  the  approbation  and  pleafurr  of  their  pa 
rents.  The  count  and  countefs  De  ConrtnUt  purchased  a... ele- 
gant chateau,  near  the  caftle;  which,  by  its  vicinit; ,  proved  1 
delirabie  reficknce  for  the  new  married  pair.  Thither  they  re* 
tired,  after  a  month  fper.t  in  the  moft  fplendid  festivity  r  a<-« 
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companied  by  the  old  baron ;  peaceful  profpecls  were  again 
reftored  to  the  poor  tenantry  of  the  count,  who  had  been  fo 
long  neglected;  the  rents  were  collected,  and  the  grounds  cul- 
tivated ;  and,  in  the  happinefs  of  his  dependants,  the  count 
beheld  the  reward  of  his  attention.  Felix  was  pardoned  and 
difcharged,  not  without  receiving  the  means  of  providing  him- 
felf  with  a  comfortable  fubliftence  from  his  mafter,  who  was 
unwilling,  by  leaving  him  totally  deftitute,  to  impel  him  to  the 
com  million  of  greater  crimes. 

The  baron  did  not  long  furvive  the  marriage  of  his  daughter. 
At  his  death  he  bequeathed  on»third  of  his  eftate  to  Julia} 
the  remainder,  with  his  title,  to  Alphonfo  and  his  male  iflue  for 
ever.  The  acquifition  of  fortune  or  title  was  not  in  their  eyes 
a  compenfation  for  the  lofs  of  fuch  an  indulgent  parent,  and  they 
regretted  his  death  with  unfeigned  forrow. 

Philip,  become  refpectable  from  his  recent  fervices  and  ad- 
vanced age,  was  rewarded  by  Alphonfo  with  a  handfome  inde- 
pendence, yet  chofe  to  continue  with  his  mafter  and  miftrefs 
(which  he  did)  till  his  death. 

The  count  and  counters  continued  happy  fpectators  of  their 
children's  felicity,  and  had  the  delight  of  beholding  an  amiable 
offspring  rifing  around  them,  and  reflecting  their  virtues. 
Taught  by  experience,  the  rirft  leffon  they  inftilled  into  their 
youthful  minds  was  to  fubdue  their  paffions,  as  the  meft  effen- 
tial  means  of  obtaining  happinefs  and  ielf-approbation.  With 
joy  they  perceived  -their  instructions  were  not  ineffectual;  and, 
as  their  minds  and  perfons  expanded,  their  principles  of  piety 
and  virtue  grew  more  powerful. 

When  the  count  and  countefs  de  Cour*ville,  ftricken  with 
years,  funk  peaceful  into  their  graves,  they  had  the  fatisfaction 
to  leave  behind  them  children  fuch  as  the  fondeft  parents  could 
defire — a  family  united  among  tbemfelves  by  the  ftrongeft  ties 
of  duty  and  affection.  Though  education  in  a  great  meafure 
ftamps  the  man,  virtue  is  within  the  reach  of  all;  and  although 
the  path  may  be  nigged,  the  reward  is  fure. 


ENGLISH  EARL; 

or  the  Hillory  of 

ROBERT    FITZWALTER. 

IN  the  beginning  of  the  twelfth  century  lived  Robert  Fitz~ 
waiter,  .renowned  for  his  fkill  in  arms  and  unbounded  liberality, 
at  a  rich  and  hereditary  eftate  in  the  north  of  England-,  where 
his  wife  having  died  in  childbed,  he  dedicated  the  remainder  of 
his  days  to  the  education  of  his  children,  which  were  two  fons> 
and  a  daughter,  the  innocent  caufe  of  her  mother's  death. 
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Jtafej  (  (for  that  was  the  name  of  the  elder  brother)  had  at- 
tained fcieth  year,  &kt»n  bis  eighteenth,  and  the  bloom - 
i  her  fixteenth,  at  the  period  when  this  hiftory  com- 
mences :  at  which  moment  the  difpofitions  of  the  young  Fi.z- 
rs  began  to  appear  in  the  form  they  were  to  ailurnc  when 
arrived  at  matt  km  a  perfe  -    - 
of  his  father'?,  an  union  o:  loyalty,  honour,  and  benev/ 
>-ary,  was  formed  for  perfidy.     De.v< 
coura                          .  :ice  ambitious,  cruel,  and  afpiring;  t! 
at  the  lame  time  that  he  tyrannized  over  his  vaflfals,  he  wore, 
in  the  pre  ft  nee  of  his  father,  the  maik  of  humility  and  inno- 
cence ;  \vh                  i,  pofieft  of  chai  ould  have  graced 
the  Briiijh  throne,  united  to  a  virtuous  difpotition  a  kind  and 
benevolent  beha\                  I  I  her  inferior*. 

A  considerable  time  nowelapfed  without  any  particular  event 
occurring,  worthy  of  •  remark;  during  which   p  f  led  a 

lifer--"  ipted  happinefs;  but,  alas!  the  peaceful  laurel 

was  now  banifhed  from  the  i>  ttijk  inure ;  and  Fitivux  \lier  having 
received  a  fummons  to  attend  his  royal  matter,  had  but  juH 
time  to  pack  up  what  nectfifaries  he  wanted;  which  done,  he 
left  his  children  in  the  care  of  a  trufty  forvant,  Gregory,  and 
taking  a  baity  leave,  mounted  his  horfe,  and  fet  off,  followed 
by  a  few  attendants,  to  the  Briujk  court. 

The  moments  now  paiTed  on  heavily  at  the  caftle,  at  leaft 
with  Robert  and  the  fair  Amanda^  to  whom  the  abfence  of  the 
earl  their  father  teemed  an  enidkfa  fpurce  'of  affliction;  when 
one  evening  Robert  having  rode  out,  as  it  was  his  ufual  cuftom, 
gave  way  to  reflexion;  and  ruminating  on  the  uncertainty. of 
his  father's  fate,  wandered  to  a  coniiderable  diftance  from  the 
caftle;  and  at  length,  on  recovering  from  his  reverie,  found 
himfelf  in  the  midii  of  a  gloomy  foreft,  with  no  other  food  than 
the  berries,  or  (as  the  night  was  raft  approaching)  any  other 
bed  than  the  grafs  whereon  be  might  repofe  his  weary  limbs, 
being  extremely  tired.  He,  however,  alighted  from  his  boric, 
and  fattening  it  to  a  tree,  he  thi  ifs.  where 

he  flept  quietly  till  after  day-break,  when  he  was  awaked  by 
the  loud  difcourfe  of  feme  people  near  him.  Alarmed  at  this 
circum-'tance,  he  inftantly  arole,  and  looked  cautiouRy  among 
the  trees;  bu^,,  to  his  infinite  furprife,  he  could  diicover  no  one, 
although  lie  ffciil  heard  the  voices-  of  men  as  disputing.  At 
length,  upon  lifcening  more  attentively,  he  heard  one  of  them 
exclaim,  H  fhe  belongs  to  me.  I  firft  difcovered  her,  and  in 
fpite  of  all  the  furies  )  will  have  her." 

The  idea  of  a  lady  being  in  danger  inftantly  roofed  the  cou- 
rage which  had  hitherto  lain  dormant  in  the  breaft  of  R 
who  immediately  mounting  his  horfe,  rode  toward  the  place 
from  whence  the  found  proceeded;  when,  on  turning  A  clump 
of  trees,  he  difcovered  two  armed  men  endeavouring  to  force  a 
lady  of  incomparable  beauty.  Enraged  at  their  perfidy,  he 
rode  up  to  them,  and  in  a  tone  of  fury  demanded  thfi 
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defift.  The  ruffians,  ftartled  at  this  unexpected  encounter, 
quitted  their  hold,  but  no  fooner  perceived  the  youthful  coun- 
tenance of  their  opponent,  than  they  laughed  at  his  temerity, 
and  feizing  their  trembling  captive,  were  about  to  renew  their 
infernal  purpofe;  which  was  no  fooner  perceived  by  Robert, 
than  he  flew  on  them  with  the  fury  of  a  lion,  and  at  one  blow 
lay  the  ruffian  who  flood  neareft  to  him  at  his  feet ;  which  his 
companion  no  fooner  law,  than  he  f-rll  on  his  knees,  said  im- 
plored his  mercy,  which  Robert  mftantly  granted,  on  condition 
of  his  making  an  ample  confeffion  of  their  intentions  againft 
the  lady,  which  the  ruffian  did  in  the  following  words ;  — 

u  'Tis  now  three  years  fince  the  deceafe  of  count 
in  whofe  fervice  Hugo  (the  ruffian  whom  you  have  juft  fiain)  and 
rnyfelf  have  lived  ever  fince  the  days  of  our  childhood.  He  left 
his  only  fon  Edward  fole  heir  to  the  cattle,  and  tiie  vaft  pcfTef- 
fions  belonging  to  it,  which  are  iituated  on  the  borders  of  this 
foreft.  Ufed  to  a  life  of  idlenefa  and  debauchery,  we  had  long 
viewed  the  charms  of  th«  lady  E/Jrida  his  lifter  with  an  ardent 
defire  of  poffefling  them;  and  conceiving  this  event  propitious 
to  our  wifhes,  we  waited  with  impatience  for  a  favourable  op- 
portunity to  effect  our  purpofeY which  did  not  take  place  till 
this  morning,  when,  under  the  pretence  of  attending  her  in  her 
morning  ride,  we  decoyed  her  into  this  fore  ft,  where  but  for 
your  providential  interpolation,  ihe  had  fell  a  victim  to  our 
brutal  ^vifhes." 

Pieafed  with  the  fmcerjty  and  remorfe  which  the  furviving 
ruffian  difplayed  in  the  courfe  of  his  narration,  Robert  not  only 
pardoned,  but  took  him  home  to  the  cattle,  and  fhortly  after 
placed  him  in  his  fervice.  His  next  care  was  to  unbind  the 
iady,  who  in  the  moft  courteous  manner  returned  him  thanks 
for  her  delivery;  when  having  placed  her  on  his  horfe  behind 
kirn,  he  conveyed  her  to  the  caftle  of  her  brother,  where,  as 
*coimt  Edward  was  gone  in  fearch  of  her,  although  E 
•would  have  had  him  wait  his  return,  Robert  partook  of  a 
repaft ;  and  then  taking  leave,  fet  out  on  his  journey  homeward, 
followed  by  bis  new  attendant. 

During  his  abfeuce  from  the  caftle,  every  one  was  anxious 
for  his  life,  excepting  Eekain,  who,  envious  of  his  brother's 
virtue,  was  never  more  delighted  than  when  he  thought  him 
expofed  to  danger.  Nevertheless,  he  was  a  ..ong  the  foremoft 
to  welcome  his  return  to  the  caftle;  while  the  unfufpeetina 
Robert  feemed  to  derive  new  pleafure  from  this  freih  inftance  of 
his  brother's  affection,  who  no  fooner  heard  the  adventure  of 
the  day  related,  than  he  broke  out  into  the  moft  extravagant 
encomiums  of  his  brother's  valour;  and  in  the  evening,  to 
crown  his  hypocrify,  retired  to  his  chamber,  offering  up  a  thou- 
prayersfor  the  prefervation  of  his  beloved  life. 

He  no  fooner  reached  his  apartment,  than  he  gave  way  to 
the  natural  malignity  of  his  temper,  and  began  to  reflect  on  the 
moft  probable  means  of  deftroymg  the  life  of  one  whom  he 
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looked  on  as  a  fturabling  block  in  his  way.  'Twas  fome  time 
before  he  could  hit  on  any  thing  that  he  might  depend  on,  'till 
-reflecting  on  the  late  adventure,  the  new  attendant  of  Robert 
ftruck  him  as  a  proper  instrument  for  his  purpofe.  With  this 
idea  he  retired  to  reft;  and  feizing  the  firft  opportunity  of  con- 
verting with  Jaqaes  (for  that  was  the  name  of  the  ruffian)  alone 
the  next  morning,  he,  by  offering  him  a  large  reward,  and 
promifmg  him  his  protection,  brought  the  half- repentant  vil- 
lain to  his  purpofe.  This  point  was  no  fooner  fettled,  than 
they  proceeded  to  confult  on  the  likelieft  means  of  putting  their 
plan  into  execution  ;  when  it  was  agreed  that  they  fhould  meet 
in  the  gallery-chamber  about  midnight,  and  from  thence  enter 
the  chamber  of  Robert,  and  put  a  final  period  to  his  existence  ; 
after  which  they  feparated,  promifing  to  meet  again  in  the 
i  evening.  The  appointed  hour  at  length  arrived,  and  the  per- 
fidious Ed  ■  in  no  fooner  found  the  caftle  buried  in  filence,  than 
he  repaired  to  the  gallery-chamber,  where  he  found  his  bafe 
afiociate  waiting  his  arrival.  They  immediately  drew  their 
daggers,  and  ftealing  along  with  cautious  fteps,  at  length 
reached  the  chamber-door  of  Robert — 'twas  faft.  "  Vengeance 
and  fi:ry !"  exclaimed  Ed-win  in  a  rage,  "  our  plan  is  foiled,  and 
the  puny  boy  inuit  ftill  live  to  crofs  the  path  of  all  my  earthly 
joys."  So  faying,  he  left  the  fpot,  followed  by  Jaques,  as 
he  durft  not  force  the  door,  for  fear  of  awaking  his  brother, 
whofe  valorous  arm  he  well  knew  he  was  not  able  to  withstand. 

Several  days  now  pafTed  over  in  perfect  tranquillity;  during 
which  period  Edzvm  and  his  perfidious  colleague  had  frequent 
meetings;  and  at  length  Edwin  invited  his  brother  to  fup  with 
him  ;  when  after  fupper,  Jagues,  who  was  the  only  fervant  that 
attended  them,  having  fet  three  goblets  of  wine  upon  the  table, 
he  was  invited  by  Kiivin  to  fit;  which  Robert  readily  agreeing 
to,  Edwin  -ook  a  goblet  in  his  hand,  and  drank  the  fpeedy  re- 
turn of  the  earl  their  father,  in  which  he  was  readily  accompa- 
nied by  Robert.  Jaques  followed  the  example,  and  emptied  his 
goblet  at  a  draught,  but  had  not  done  fo  long  before  he  grew 
pale,  and  uttering  a  groan,  fell  from  his  chair  in  the  agonies  of 
death;  which  was  no  fooner  perceived  by  Edwin,  than  he  ex- 
claimed, "  the  die  is  caft,  and  this  place  muft  no  longer  afford 
me  an  afylum."  So  faying,  he  rufhed  from  the  chamber,  and 
leaving  the  caftleyiwandered   no  one  knew   whither.     In  the 

can  time  Robert  leaned  over  the  dying  ruffian  with  a  mixture 
of  pity  and  fi  r  rile  in  his  countenance,  the  latter  of  which  was 
considerably  augmented  when  Jaqves,  in  a  faint  voice,  entreated 
him  to  be  on  his  guard,  adding  that  the  poifon  which  he  had 
drank  in  m  (take  was  intended  by  his  brother  Etkuin  fjr  him  * 
at  which  worda  he  gave  a  groan,  and  expired.  Robert  then  left 
the  room;  and  ordering  fome  of  the  fervants to  take  care  of 
the  body,  retired  to  his  apartment,  to  give  vent  10  the  grief 
which  this  difcovery  of  his  brother's  perfidy  had  occafioned. 

A  considerable  time  now  elapfed  without  Robert  being  able 
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to  gain  the  fxa'.left  intelligence  of  the  fugitive  Edwin,  although 
he  ufed  every  means  in  his  power  to  difcovcr  his  retreat;  to- 
ward the  latter  end  of  which  period,  the  earl,  who,  as  we  Le- 
fore  mentioned,  had  been  ablent  at  the  wars,  having  arrived 
from  the  Continent,  landed  on  his  native  fhorc,  and  imme- 
diate!)' fet  out  fur  the  cafile  of  hisanceftors;  when,  on  his  en- 
tering a  gloomy  forert  within  a  few  miles  thereof,  he  was  fud- 
denly  attacked  by  a  party  of  robbers,  the  forerr.ofl  of  whom  he, 
with  one  blow  of  his  battle-axe,  laid  dead  at  his  feet ;  but  at 
length,  being  overpowered  by  numbers,  he  was  forced  to fub- 
rnit ;  when  having  be  hand  and  foot,  thty  laid  him 

acrofe  his  horfe,  and  then  conducted  him,  through  the  mo& 
intricate  parts  of  the  fore  ft,  until  they  arrived  at  the  mouth  of 
a  fpacious  cave,  when  their  captain  ordered  him  to  be  taken 
from  his  horfe,  and  carried  into  the  cave.  The  entrance  to  it 
was  dark,  and  fo  extremely  narrow,  that  only  two  men  could 

a-breaft.  The  robbers  alighted,  and  taking  him  from  his 
horfe,  led  him  through  a  long  gloomy  palTage,  when  t" 

b  entered  a  fpacious  cavern  illuminated  with  a  vj&  quan- 
tity of  lamps,  where  he  was  loaded  with  chains,  andconfined-in 
.-,  ia;aii  cavity  of  the  rock;  while  the  banditti,  after  having  di- 
vided tbeir  booty,  gave  way  to  mirth  and  revelry,  making  the 
hollow  cave  reibur.d  with  their  licentious  cries;  tiil  their  brain 
at  length  becoming  diffracted  through  intoxication,  the  icene 
was  changed  to  one  of  riot  and  confufion,  nor  ended  till,  ren- 
dered totally  infenhhie,  they  funk  into  the  arms  of  fleep,  leav- 
ing tht  ill-fated  earl  at  leifuxe  to  reflect  on  the-horridnefs  of  his 

on. 
The  fun  had  been  rifen  fome  time  before  any  of  the  banditti 
were  fining;   when  at  length  one  of  the  robbers  entered  the 
ceil  of  the  ■  ,  bearing  a  fmali  bafket  of  provision  and 

a  pitcher  of  water*  followed  by  his  captain.  The  beaver  cf  the 
-one  uho  bore  the  proviiion  was  up,  while  that  of  the  other  was 

,  as  indeed  he  fcarcely  ever  had  it  otherwise,  feeming  al- 
oe of  a  difcovery.  ■  The  robber  had  no  fooner 
fet  down  his  load  than,  upon  a  fignal  from  bis  captain,  he  re- 
tired:  when  the    captain,    addrefimg  hinr.fclf  td  Ins  prifouer, 
promifed  him  his  1'berty,  on  condition  or  ::ng  one  of 

their  fociety;  and  on  the  other  hard  perpetual  bondage,  in 
cafe  of  a  refufal.  The  earl  heard  him  to  the  end  with  filent  in- 
:  and  upon  being  prelTed  for  his  aufwer,  replied,  with 
undaunted  firmnefs,  that  he  w.  uld  fooner  bare  his  bofom  to 
their  fabres  than  fubrnit  to  fo  infamous  a  propofal.  Enraged  at 
his  fortitude,  the  captain  half  o  ^x^y  with  adehgn  of 

captive,  'till  w  I  feverity,  and  a 

nfion  cf  his  daily  food,  might  induce  him  in  time  to  yield 

-  propofal,  he  put  up  his  fabre ;  and   after  bidding  him 
conf.der  of  the  terms  he  had  offered,  quitted  the  cdl,  venting 
a  thousand  euries  on  him  for  his  obftinacy. 
The  earl  was  no  fooner  alone  than,  inftead  of  giving  way  to 
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that  .aniiclion  which  his  prefent  hopelefs  titration  might  have 
been  fuppofed  to  occafion,  began  to  think  on  the  moft  proba- 
ble means  of  making  his  efeape;  but  though  he  formed  many 
fchemes,  yet  they  all  ftill  proved  al>ortive,  for  want  of  lbme  one 
beiide  him'feif  to  affift  in  the  execution  of  them  ;  but  fortuq  •> 
however,  at  length  favoured  him,  at  a  time  when  he  lealt  ex- 
pected it,  and  prefented  a  mode  for  his  efeape  which  he  had 
never  before  thought  of.  One  of  the  robbers,  more  humane 
than  the  reft  of  his  comrades,  had  for  fome  time,  notwithstand- 
ing the  orders  of  his  captain,  regularly  viiited  the  captive  earl 
at  midnight,  bringing  with  him  on  thofe  occafions  an  ample 
fupply  of  fuch  neceflaries  as  he  thought  the  earl  might  fraud  in 
need 'of.  To  this  man  then  the  earl  at  length  ventured  to  ex- 
prefs  a  defire  of  once  more  enjoying  that  liberty  which  he  was 
then  deprived  of.  The  robber  lighedj  while  a  tear  of  pity 
ran  down  his  hollow  vifage  ;  and  muttering  ibmething  again  ft 
the  cruelty  of  his  captain,  was  about  to  leave  the  eel!,  when 
the  earl  called  him  back,  and  at  length,  on  promifing  him  a 
large  reward,  fucceeded  in  gaining  him  over  to  his  purpofe. 
They  then  feparated  till  the  next  evening,  when,  meeting  at 
the  ufual  hour  of  midnight,  they,  by  their  joint  exertions,  con- 
trived to  work  a  pafiage  through  a  fmall  hole  in  the  cell,  which 
they  had  now  enlarged  fufficiently  to  admit  one  peribn  to  pafs 
through  at  a  time}  when,  taking  advantage  of  the  banditti  be- 
ing engaged  in  their  nocturnal  revels,  they  ftole  forth  unper- 
ceived ;  and,  after  feveral  hours  (mart  walking,  arrived  at  the 
extremity  of  the  foreft;  when  perceiving  a  tight  at  fome  fmall 
diftance  before  them,  they  directed  their  fteps  toward  it,  and 
at  length  found  themfelves  at  the  foot  of  a  draw-bridge  be- 
longing to  an  ancient  eafrle,  which,  to  their  no  little  fiirprifey 
was  ftili  down.  They  immediately  eroded  the  moat;  and  on 
their  arrival  at  the  cattle-gate,  the  earl  gave  three  loud  knocks, 
when  mediately  opened  by  the  porter,  who  demanded 

his  buiinefs;  to  which  question  the  earl  courteoully  replied,  bv 
telling  him  that  he  was  returned  from  the  wars,  and  having  loflj 
hra  way,  was  nearly  worn  out  with  fatigue  ;  therefore  humbly 
folicited  a  night's  lodging  under  the  roof  of  his  noble  mailer. 
The^  porter  retired,  to  deliver  the'mefiage  to  his  lord;  and  re- 
turning in  a  few  moments  after,  conducted  them  into  his  pre- 
fer.ee,  who,  after  a  few  questions  concerning  the  general  iilue 
of  the  war,  ordered  him  to  be  conducted  to  his  chamber,  and 
hit  attendant  to  be  taken  care  of. 

Refreshed  with  the  peaceful  [lumber  he  had  enjoyed,  the 
earl  rofe  betimes  the  next  morning,  and  no  fooner  heard  that 
count  Edward  was  come  down  (for  the  caftle  wherein  he  then 
was  belonged  to  the  noble  brother  of  ElfriJa},  than  he  repaired 
to  his  ftudy;  and,  after  returning  him'his  thanks  for  the  afy- 
lum  he  had  afforded  him,  took  his  leave,  and  with  his  attendant 
mounting  a  couple  of  horfes,  which  the  count  had  cauied  to  1  e 
provided  for  them  ,  fet  out  for Almokk  Caftle,  elated  with  the 
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pleafing  idea  of  once  more  beholding  the  youthful  fciona  of  his 
houfe.  As  their  horfes  were  good,  they  reached  the  denied 
haven  about  noon,  where  the  earl's  arrival  fprtad  a  general  joy 
over  the  faces  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  caftle,  while  JR 
and  Amanda  ruined  into  his  arms,  and  alnaofl  fmothtred  him 
with  their  cardies.  The  fir  ft  emotions  or  joy  were  barely  fub- 
fided,  when  the  earl  miffing  E.kvin,  demanded  the  reaibn  of 
his  abfence,  and  was  no  fooner  made  acquainted  with  the 
canfe  thereof  (although  Robert  did  it  with  the  great  eft  precau- 
tion), than  he  fainted  away,  and  was  conveyed  in  a  ftate  of  in- 
fenfibiiity  to  his  chamber,  where,  upon  his  coming  to  his  ienfes, 
he  was  attacked  by  a  violent  fever,  which  rendered  it  impoflible 
for  him  to  quit  the  room  for  feveral  weeks.  At  length  time, 
and  the  tender  affiuuity  of  his  daughter  the  fail  Amanda y  re- 
moving in  ibrpe*  meafure  the  affliction  he  laboured  under,  he 
was  enabled  once  more  to  rejoin  his  two  remaining  children  in, 
the  breakfaft  parlour. 

The  earl  was  no  fooner  recovered,  than  it  was  agreed  that 
Robert  mould  fet  out  in  queft  of  his  ill  fated  brother;  and  as  a 
further  inducement  toward  the  latter  discovering  himfeif,  it  was 
alio  fettled  that  Robert  ihould  wear  on  that  cccaiion  ihe  armour 
of  Jaquesy  as  they  did  not  doubt  but  EJuitt  would,  on  feeing 
him  fo  difguifed,  come  from  his  concealment  of  his  own  ac- 
cord, concluding  it  was  no  other  than  Jaqucs  himfeif,  and  that 
he  had  by  lb  me  means  difcharged  the  poifon  he  had  fwailowed. 
The  next  morning  being  appointed  for  the  journey,  Rcbtri 
mounted  his  courfer,  and  fet  out  in  queft  of  Edpun.  He  tra- 
velled the  beft  part  of  the  day  without  meeting  with  any  ad- 
venture worthy  of  remarking.  At  length  he  found  himfeif  on 
a  wild  common,  without  the  lean:  veftige  of  a  human  being,  or 
an;.'  of  their  dwellings,  the  earth  and  iky  being  the  only  objects 
that  met  his  attention  wherefoeyer  he  turned  his  eyes.  His 
appetite  now  began  to  grow  keen  ;  and,  although  poiltifcd  of 
money,  he  had  no  means  of  fatitfying  the  cravings  of  nature; 
but  what  added  (till  more  to  his  misfortune  was,  that  the  night 
advancing  very  fail,  he  began  to  be  apprchenfive  that  he  mutt 
take  up  his  lodging  among  the  furze  that  giew  thereabout  in 
great  abundance.  However,  as  his  fortitude  ever  remained 
ynihakeri  amid  the  greateft  danger,  fo  it  infpircd  him  with  frclh 
vigour  ou  this  occafion.  Offering  a  prayer  to  heaven  for  pro- 
tection, he  clapped  ipurs  to  his  horfe,  and  directing  his  courfe 
at  random  acrofs  the  common,  arrived  about  twilight  at  afmall 
village  which  -flood  on  the  fkirts  thereof.  He  rode  for  feme 
time  before  he  diicovered  a  convenient  place  where  he  might 
procure  that  refreihment  he  ftood  fo  much  in  need  of.  At 
length  he  perceived  a  I'm  all  cottage,  the  door  of  which  was 
ftanding  open.  He  immediately  alighted,  and  faftening  his 
borfe  to  the  rails,  walked  into  it,  where  he  found  a  decent 
middle-aged  woman  fitting  by  a  good  turf  fire  kindled  on  the 
hearth,  who  flatted  at    his  iudden  appearance,    but  was  do 
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!  with  the  caufe  of  bis  intrufi  >n,  than  fhe, 
V         that   true  fpiritof  h  is  ever  to  be  f    :    I 

•  he  to  fuch 

f'cant"  3  »of  afforded.     A 

ted  bimfelf  by  the  fire. 
He  bad  noth  v  iituated  before  the 

hufnv  ■  -:  t  of  proviiio&s,  who  no 

fix)  erdifi:      —  •         ' 

»r' — ;<  A  poor  traveller,'* 
( lat  was  the  name  of  the  femal 
who  having  loft  his«way,  is  aim  oft  perilhed  with  cold  and  hun- 
ger."— '<  Then,  if  that  is  the  cafe,   wife,"  replied    Andrew, 
"  i  think  I '-.  '-vet  will  foon  fettle  the  bufinefs, 

when  .  cm  or  two  of  our  befc  ale  mulled."     He  then 

tying,  "  lee,.  Jeanttte,  what 

f  the  count  ha?  afforded  us."    Finding  the  pea- 

warm  in  their  encomiums  on  thqr1>ene- 

.  'ed  to  afk  them,  in  a  carclefs  manner,  his 

name,  and  what  family  he  was  defcended  from;  upon  which 

u)  gave   him    the   defired    information  in  the  following 

w        •  — 

"  We  were  b  to  :ount  fitu- 

ation  we  led  a  life  of  ipted  happinefs,  'till,   worn  out 

with  age  and  infirmity,  our  good  old  mifter  died,  but  not  with* 
out  leavii  ntsaa  were  e;:h::r 

i  or  had  married  In  his-fefvice.     We  were 

latter  number;  and  i  Sted  in 

the  femily  vault,  than  :d,  with  the  permifiion  of  our 

1  E.kvird.  who  fucceeded  his  father  in  his  title  and 

cottage,  where  we  have  lived  ever  fince,  while 

n   is  rendered  frill  more  comfortable  through  the 

h ofpitality  umt,  who  not  only  furnifhes  us  with  the 

furp'us  of  bistable,  but  frequently  throws  in  a  finall  lum  of 

money  into  the  bargain." 

The  pfeaJant  then  proceeded  to  inform  his  gueft  of  the  attempt 

on  lady  E Ifir  da.  together  with   her  being  rel'cued  by  a  ftrange 

t,   who  brought  her  back  to  the  caftle  in  triumph.     Rtberi 

furled  at  the  encomiums  with  which  this  latter  part  of  the  ftory 

\:v.t<\  by  An  -.>■-::■,  who  little  thought  he  was  at! 
fing  himfelf  to  the  identical  knight  he  had  been  fpeaking  of;  and 
.  v.-e  Interpn  fmile  to  be  one  of  approbation,  he 

pr  with  his  narration,  as  follows: — ■ 

■    veral  months  n  iw  elapfed  without  any  thing  happening 
to  difturb  the  tranquil  ts  of  the  caftie,  when 

one  morning  the  lady  EifriJj  was  difcovered  to  be  mining.  Dif- 
tra:ted  at  this  intelligence,  the  count  fent  out  his  fen-ants'  in  all 
directions;  but,  alts!  all  their  endeavours  proved  ufelefs,  and, 
in  fpite  of  the  mod  diligent  inquiry,  they  have  not  been  able  to 
obtain  the  fmalleft  tidings  of  her  firice."  ' 
The  cottager  here  narrative;  and  as  the  night  was 
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far  advanced,  they  retired  to  their  refpective  apartments,  where 
Robert  fpent  the  hours  in  reftlefs  uncertainty,  as  to  the  fate  of 
his  brother  and  the  abfent  lady.  The  day  therefore  had  no 
K.or.tr  made  its  appearance  in  the  eaft,  than  he  left  his  cham- 
ber; and  having  taken  leave  of  his  hoft,  and  made  him  accept 
of  a  tr:8e  for  the  trouble  he  bad  given  him  on  the  preceding 
be  mounted  his  horfe,  and  refumed  his  journey,  which 
he  continued  'till  the  ever.  coming  to  a  vaft  foreft,  he 

refolded,  as  there  was  no  habitation  near,  to  fpend  the  night 
under  one  of  the  moft  fnady  trees.  With  this  view  he  alighted  ; 
and  fattening  Jus  horfe  to  a  tree,  feated  bimfelfon  the  ground; 
where,  overcome  with  fatigue,  he  foon  funk  into  a  profound 
flumber,  from  which  he  did  not  wake  'till  the  next  morning, 
when,  to  his  no  fm: .11  furpriie,  he  found  himfelf  deprived  of  his 
f.vord,  and  chained  down  in  a  dark  and  gloomy  cavern.  'Twas 
if.  vain  that  he  endeavoured  to  account  for  fo  Grange  an  event. 
Dorc  he  reflected,  the  more  his  ideas  became  coafufed ;  and 
he  therefore  refolved  to  leave  the  unravelling  of  it  to  time.  In 
this  fituation  he  remained  feveral  days  without  feeing  any  per- 
fbn  except  the  robber,  who  brought  him  his  fcanty  allowance 
pi  bread  and  wattr ;  during  which  period  he  could  not  hit  upon 
gay  certain  method  of  making  his  efcape,  ;tiii  the  idea  (brack 
him,  that  the  banditti  were  generally  fo  covetous  after  money, 
that  they  would  barter  the  lives  of  their  deareft  friends  for  the 
fake  thereof;  when  he  refolved  to  try  the  effects  of  bribery  on 
his  keeptr.  Accordingly,  the  next  day,  after  fome  previous 
converfation,  he  broke  his  purpofe  to  the  robber;  but,  to  his 
infinite  aftonifhment,  found  the  fellow  proof  againft  the  bait  ; 
who  v  ith  a  ftern  air  left  the  dungeon,  telling  him  he  had  not  yet 
learnt  to  betray  his  truft. 

.  Chagrined  and  difappointed,  Robert  threw  himfelf  on  his 
bed  of  ftraw,  in  an  agony  of  defpair;  when  he  felt  fornething 
hard  under  him  among  the  litter.  This  awakened  his  curi- 
bfity;  and  he  ftretched  out  his  hand,  in  order  to  difcover  wh3t 
it  was;  when,  to  his  infinite  horror,  it  proved  to  be  a  dagger; 
and  '  on  its  blade  and  dudgeon  gouts  of  blood ;'  while  the  ruft 
which  was  en  it  declared  it  to  have  lain  there  for  many  years. 
As  foon  as  he  recovered  from  his  furprife,  Robert  inftantly  re- 
folved  to  make  ufe  of  it  in  freeing  himfelf  from  the  ignomi- 
nious bondage  he  was  held  in.  With  this  view  he  frequently 
ftruck  it  againft  the  projecting  parts  of  the  rock;  and  having 
notched  it  fufficiently  for  his  purpofe,  attempted  to  file  off  his 
chains;  which  at  length,  after  a  deal  of  labour,  he  happily  ef- 
fected. He  had  juft  freed  himfelf  from  his  disgraceful  mana- 
cles, when  perceiving  two  of  the  banditti  approaching,  he 
plunged  the  dagger  in  the  breaft  of  the  foremoft,  who  gave  a 
groan,  and  expired;  while  the  fecond  fell  on  his  knees,  and  im- 
plored his  mercy;  which  Robert  granted,  after  having  made 
him  fwear  on  thefword  which  he  had  taken  from  the  fallen 
robber  to  conduct  him  in  fafcty  from  the  abode  of  the  banditti, 


A   GOTHIC   STORY.  45 

a^  t'Ue  fame  time  promifing  him  a  fituation  in  his  family  for 
life.  The  robber  then,  as  a  token  of  his  fincerity,  furrendered 
up  his  fword;  having  done  which,  he  immediately  conducted 
>  several  turnings,  "till  they  came  to  a  flight  of 
ftone  fteps,  defcending  which  they  pafTed  on  through  a  long 
pilage,  illumined  heTe  and  there  with  the  glimmering  rays  of 
a  folitary  lamp,  'till  they  at  latt  found  their  progrefs  impeded 
by  a  large  door  covered  with  black.  At  that  moment  a  (brick 
from  within  was  heard  by  Robert,  who  immediately  with  the 
of  a  famimed  lion  the  robber  endeavoured  to 

:it  him)  ruflied  againft  the  door.  It  flew  into  a thou- 
iaud  pieces,  and  prefented  to  his  view,  in  the  perfon  of  the 
captain  of  the  banditti,  his  long-loft  brother  Ethuin,  who  was 
then  in  the  action  of  forcing  Elfrida  to  his  wifnes.  The  un- 
expected appear  vice  of  Robert,  whom  Etkurn  thought  faft 
hound  in  an  obfeure  dungeon,  nearly  petrified  him  with  afto- 
nifhment.  Incapable  of  refinance,  he  furfered  himfelf  to  be 
difarmed  by  his  brother.  He  was  then,  together  with  the  lady- 
?,  led  forth  by  Robert,  who,  with  the  ailiftance  of  his 
new  ally,  brought  them  out  of  the  cavern  ;  and  taking  fome  of 
the  horfes  belonging  to  the  deeping  banditti,  arrived  in  fafety 
atari  adjacent  village,  where  he  put  up  at  an  inn;  and  having 
ordered  the  lady  Elfrida  to  be  taken  care  of,  be  took  his  bro- 
ther Edwin  to  another  apartment;  where,  after  many  gentle 
remonftrances,  he  at  length  prevailed  on  him  to  give  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  his  traniactions  lince  the  time  of  his  fudden 
difa.ppearar.ee  from  the  caitle  : — 

"  You  recollect,  no  doubt,"  faid  Edwi*%  in  a  tone  of  feem- 
ing  penitence,  "  the  diftraclednefs  of  my  behaviour,  when,  on 
finding  the  fatal  miftake  my  aifociate  had  committed,  I  left  the 
chamber  to  abruptly;  nor  need  I  add,  fmce  I  make  no  doubt 
but  he  informed  you  of  it,  'twas  my  intention  to  poifon  you, 
had  not  providence  fa  happily  fraftrated  the  wickednefs  of  my 
defign.  GroWu  frantic  at  the  difappointment,  I  wandered  I 
knew  not  whither,  and  at  length  found  myfclf  in  the  midff.  of  a 
gloomy  foreff,  where  I  was  immediately  furrounded  by  a  ftrong 
party  of  banditti,  who  took  me  prifoner;  while  I,  regardlefs  of 
my  fate,  fafrered  them  to  lead  me  to  their  cavern  without 
making  the  leaft  refifbnee;  when  after  a  few  days  captivity, 
their  captain  having  been  flain,  they  made  me  the  offer  of  fuc- 
ceeding  him;  which,  as  it  was  confonant  with  the  natural  ma- 
y  of  my  temper,  I  readily  accepted.  In  this  fituation,  I 
treated  fuch  captives  as  chance  threw  in  our  way  with  the  ut- 
moft  feverity,  'till  at  length,  in  the  court  e  of  my  rambles,  I 
met  with  my  father  returning  from  the  wars,  whom  I  took  (after 
a  ftrong  refinance)  prifoner.  'Twas  my  intent  to  imprifon  him 
for  life;  but  fate  ordained  itotherwife;  for  one  of  the  robbers 
being  drawn  over  to  his  intereft,  they  took  the  opportunity, 
while  the  banditti  were  buried  in  fleep,  to  efcape.  'Tis  irri- 
poliible  to  deicribc  the  rage  with  which  my  bofom  was  raft  in- 
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Jpired  when  I  made  the  difcovery ;  but  it  was  foon  abated  Wher?, 
on  the  enfaing  evening,  a  party  of  my  defperados  brought  in 
the  lady  LlfnJa,  whom  they  had  ieized  while  fhe  (as  was  her 
ufual  cuftom)  was  taking  her  evening  ride  in  the  purlieus  of 
the  cattle..  I  inftantly  became  a  captive  to  her  charms;  and 
having'ordered  my  comrades  to  retire,  without  any  further  pre- 
■  her  prepare  to  gratify  the  defines  (be  had  infpired 
me  with.  To  this  fhe  anfwered  only  with  a  look  or  indigna- 
tion; and  upon  my  proceeding  to  force  her,  repulfed  me  with 
fcom.  Enraged  at  her  rlrmnefe,  I  called  two  of  the  banditti, 
and  ordered  thfctn  to  convey  her  to  the  black  chamber,  adding, 
that  if  fhe  frill  remained  inflexible,  fhe  mould  remain  there  for 
life,  with  no  other  nourifliment  than  bread  and  water.  From 
that  time  I  acted  as  her  gaoler,  and  regularly  carried  the  fcanty 
pittance  to  her  dungeon,  where  fhe  flili  continued  to  treat  my 
offers  with  difdain.  Not  Ion'*  after,  you  were  brought  in  by 
fonif  of  the  banditti,  who  had  furpiifed  you  while  fieeping  in 
the  fore  ft.  At  firft,  owing  to  the  armour  you  was  difguifed  in, 
I    th.-  id  by  fome  means    efcaped  the  effects  of 

the  poifon  ;  but  when,  on  raifing  the  beaver,  I  difcovered 
well-known  features,  my  bofom  thrilled  with  lavage  dc 
and  I  eaufed  t  f.eeDing.  to  be  conveyed  to  one  of 

tmpeft  eel's,  a-d  heavy  loaded  with  irons;  whicn  done, 
I  exulted  when  I  reflected  on  the  difagreeable  lenfations  it  mult 
occation,  when  you  fhould  awake,  and  find  yourfelf  in  fo  ter- 
rible a  fituation.  Laft  night  I  had  fixed  for  the  full  completion 
of  my  defigr.s,  which  were  the  poffeffion  of  the  object  of  my 
wifhes,  and  the  termination  of  your  exiftence,  whom  I  locked 
on  as  an  infeparable  bar  to  the  ambitious  views  I  had  formed 
of  attaining  that  rank  and  title  Which  of  right  belongs  to  ycu 
alone.  The  refult  of  laft  nights  adventure  you  are  f.i II y  ac- 
quainted with,  and  I  have  only  to  .dd,  that  whatever  may  be 
your  decree,  I  am  ready  to  fub 

Htrre  Edwin  fmifhed  his  narration ;  when  Robtrt,  after  pro* 
Knifing  his  brother forgiveneft,  in  cafe  of  his  reforming,  retired 
to  reftj  leaving  him  in  the  care  of  a  couple  of  ruftics,  whom  he 
had  hired  for  the  purpr.fe. 

The  next  morning,  after  having  taken  a  little  refrefhment, 
Robert  left  the  inn*  together  with  the  lady  hlfriaa,  add  h: 
tive  brother,  attended  by  the  robber  and  the  two  ruftics,  and 
refumed  their  journey.  After  travelling  a  few  miles,  he  wi 
fuddenly  attacked  by 'an  armed  knight."  The  conteft  was  for 
fome  time  maintained  with  equal  fury  on  both  fides,  'till  victory 
decided  in  favour  of  Robert,  who  at  length  threw  his  antagonist 
from  his  horfe,  fo  much  wounded  as  to  be  unable  to  rife.  Ro- 
bert inftantly  alighted,  and  raifed  the  ftrang-r's  beaver;  in  order 
to  difcover  who  it  was  that  had  fo  rudely  affailed  him,  when 
i  exclaimed,  with  a  fnriek  of  horror,  '«  it  is  my  brother  1" 
and  immediately  fainted  in  the  arms  of  the  attendants^  Robert 
then  eaufed  the  wounded  knight  to  be  replaced  on  his  boric  ; 
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arid  as  foon  as  the  lady  Elfrida  recovered,  the  whole  cavalcade 
moved  on  (lowly  to  Alnwick  dfr  ■:■.',  whither,  as  it  was  but  a 
few  miles  diftant,  they  arrived  foon  after  in  perfect  fafetyj 
when  Robert  having  feen  his  guefts  conveyed  to  their  refpective 
chambers,  inquired  of  Amanda,  (whom  he  met  coming  to  wel- 
come his  return)  of  his  father's  health  during  his  abfence;  but, 
alas!  that  pattern  of  Englijh  hofpitality  and  benevolence  was  no 
m  )ie.  Grief  for  the  perfidy  of  the  fugitive  Edwin,  and  the  long 
abfence  of  Rob  rt,  whom  he  concluded  to  have  fallen  a  victim 
to  his  del:  re  of  recovering  a  long-loft  brother,  had  put  a  period 
to  an  exiftence  already  weakened  by  a  fit  of  iiiaefs.  'Twas 
fome  time  before  Robert  could  recover  from  the  fhock  this  fud- 
den  intelligence  had  given  him.  However,  he  no  fooner  re- 
gained his  fpirits,  than  he  ordered  Amanda  to  attend  on  Elfrida, 
w.''ic  lie  lent  for  Edwin,  to  inform  him  of  the  fatal  event. 

Edwin  entered  the  chamber  of  his  brother  in  a  Hate  of  fuller* 
defpondency ;  which  Robert  perceiving,  broke  the  circumftance 
of  the  earl's  death  to  him  by  degrees.  Edwin  changed  colour, 
and  was  about  to  leave  the  place;  which  Robert  perceiving, 
pulled  him  gently  back  by  the  fleeve.  He  fat  down,  and  trem- 
bled, overwhelmed  with  confuiion;  when  Robert  addreffed  him 
as  follows: — 

•'  Though  you  have  been  ungrateful  hitherto,  yet  I  am  re- 
folved  to  bury  the  paft  in  oblivion.  You  are  ftili  my  brother; 
and  although  the  death  of  our  father  without  a  will  has  left  me 
fole  heir  to  his  vaft  poffefiions,  yet,  in  hopes  of  your  future 
amendment,  I  here  give  up  the  half  of  them  in  your  behalf. 
Go,  and  fin  no  more." 

Thefe  laft  words  of  Robert  ftruck  him  to  the  heart.  He  at- 
tempted to  fpeak,  but  his  tongue  refuted  its  office,  and  he  left 
the  chamber,  thunderitruci;  at  the  unexpected  hindnefs  of  his 
brother. 

Several  days  now  pafied  without  any  thing  occurring  to  dif- 
turb  the  tranquility  of  Alnwick  Cajiic,  during  which  period  the 
deceafed  fkpta/filter'B  remains  were  depoilted,  in  the  family- 
vault,  whither  they  were  attended  by  Robert,  Amanita,  and 
Edwin;  when  the  grief  of  the  latter  feemed  to. exceed,  if  poffi- 
ble,  that  of  the  afflicted  Robert  and  his  lifter;  and  indeed  the 
whole  of  his  behaviour  fur  fome  time  after  fee  ned  to  promife  a 
total  reformation.  One  evening  the  count,  being  fufficiently 
recovered  from  his  wounds,  took  an  airing  on  horfeback  with 
Robert  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  caftle  ;  during  which  excur- 
sion, the  count  informed  the  latter,  that  he  mould  not  have 
attacked  him  fo  violently,  had  not  the  armour  he  wore  led  him 
to  imagine  'twas  Jaques,  who,  with  another  ruffian,  had  at- 
tempted before  to  carry  pff  bis  lifter,  when  they  were  i'o  provi- 
dentially prevented  by  a  ftrange  fcrright,  who  had  feen  her  to 
the  caftle,  and  never  was  heard  of  after. 

Robert  heard  him  to  the  end  in  filence;  and  then,  with  modeft 
confuiion  in  his  countenance,  not  only  owned  the  mare  he  had 
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in  that  adventure,  but  aHb  the  imprefiion  which  the  ladv  Vl- 
frtda  had  made  on  his  heart.  This  confidence  was  repaid  by  a 
fimilar  declaration  on  the  part  of  the  count,  in  favour  of 
Amanda. 

They  then  agreed  to  break  their  minds  to  the  fair  objects  of 
their  affection  ;  in  which  ftate  of  mind  they  were  returning  to 
the  cattle;  when  Robert  found  hiaifelf  attacked  by  a  knight 
in  black  armour,  who  raifmg  his  ponderous  batlie-axe,  was 
about  to  aim  a  blow  at  his  head,  which,  but  for  the  timely  in- 
terpolation of  Edward  (who  perceiving  his  purpole,  drew  his 
fword,  and  fheathed  it  in  his  body),  would  have  cleft  him  in 
two.  The  unknown  knight  fell;  and  having  placed  him  or. 
one  of  their  horfes,  they  conveyed  him,  in  a  ftate  of  infenfibi- 
lcty,  to  the  cattle;  where,  upon  their  arrival,  they  immediately 
ftript  him  of  his  armour;  when,  to  their  infinite  furprifc  and 
horror,  the  fable  knight  proved  to  be — Edwin.  They  bound  up 
his  wounds,  and  having  conveyed  him  to  his  bed,  adminiftered 
a  cordial  to  him;  when  opening  his  eyes,  in  a  faint  voice  he 
implored  his  brother's  forgivenefs,  adding,  that  nothing  but 
death  could  have  proented  his  endeavouring  to  pofiefs  a  title, 
which  he  had  determined  on  obtaining,  even  at  the  expenee  of 
iture  happinefsj  "  but,  'twill  not  be,"  exclaimed  the 
perndiomrii^t//, ;  "  and  I. .die  convinced  that  providence 
ihields  the  virtuous  from  the  malicious  defigns  oFInTfr  ene- 
mies." So  faying,  he  uttered  a  deep  groan,  and  expired, 
leaving  a  dreadful  example  of  that  vengeance  which  ever  hangs 
over  the  heads  of  thofe  who  endeavour  to  attain  their  ambi- 
tious views  by  the  murder  of  fuch  as  ftand  between  them  and 
their  wifhes. 

The  next  day,  the  remains  of  the  mifguided  Edwin  were  de- 
polited  among  thofe  of  hisanceftors;  and  the  time  of  mourning 
for  the  deceafed  earl  was  no  fooner  expired,  than  the  count  and 
Robert  (who  had  firft  gained  the  confent  of  their  fair  miftreFnV 
were  married  to  Amanda  and  E/frida,  with  whom  they  led  a 
life  of  uninterrupted  happinefsj'  while  their  hofpitality  and 
benevolence  gained  them  at  once  both  the  love  and  cftcein  of 
all  around  them. 
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